TO: Advisor and Show Director of Disney's Beauty and the Beast at Laguna Hills
FROM: Heide Janssen

Here are the Cappies reviews for Disney's Beauty and the Beast. There were 28 critics at your show, and up to now we have received 27 reviews. If we receive late reviews, we will forward them to you. 

Please share these reviews with your cast and crew.

Thank you.

--------------------------------------------------

Against a shadowy backdrop, a beautiful enchantress turns a heartless prince into a horrific beast. So begins Laguna Hills High School’s musical, Beauty and the Beast. This well-known and loved story is Broadway’s seventh longest running production, and a famous film version was made in 1991. 

With an enchanted rose chipping away at his chances of becoming human again, the Beast must learn to love a girl and be loved by her in return. In a nearby town, Belle is the attractive town beauty who loves books. Chance brings her to the Beast’s castle, where she discovers the Beast’s kindness underneath the terrifying exterior. 

Belle is played by Loraine Corona. Corona brings Belle to life by making an individual connection with most characters. Her facial expressions show the exact emotions that she is feeling, whether they be sad or happy.  Alex Delahunty is the beast, and he successfully builds on his character throughout the show by investing lots of emotion invested into his songs. Delahunty also conveys his feelings through his exaggerated gestures, and his good enunciation makes it easy to understand his speech even when he is growling.

Cogsworth (Madison Hayes) is consistent throughout the show, and the timing at which she delivers her lines is comedic; even when she does not have lines, she stays in character by adopting a unique pose. Lumiere (Nick Johnson) conveys his character’s charming personality through his creative and mostly consistent accent; he gives off the impression that his character is still young and full of hope. Johnson and Hayes play off each other well, they are immersed in their character, and they clearly demonstrate their friendship.

Ashlee Rouland, who plays Mrs. Potts, interprets her character as a caring lady. Her strong vocals are displayed in her song, “Beauty and the Beast” She is always there during the tough times, and is able to settle conflicts because of her kindness. Many characters look toward her as a motherly figure, and they depend on her wisdom and thoughtfulness. Le Fou (Ian Neale) clearly displays his character’s eager -to-please, and devoted character through his voice tones. Although some characters lack energy, Neale maintains his high energy throughout the show. The three Silly Girls (Sara Arsenault, Molly Delbridge, and McKenna Bisaha) have the ability to capture the audience’s attention through their girlish, slightly immature voices and flirtatious manner. They perfectly capture the essence of three girls who want to be loved by an ideal man. 

Although some sound effects are not realistic and the microphones are sometimes not turned on, the orchestra makes up for it by enhancing the atmosphere. Some scene changes are lengthy, but the makeup crew (Amayrani Acosta, Yaneli Gama, Sierra Henderson, Audrey Rink, and Ashlee Stapf) compensates for it by bringing out each character’s most prominent features to represent their personality. 
 
Laguna Hills High School’s Beauty and the Beast is a heartwarming musical that is fit for audience members of all ages. 


by Amanda Jiang of Aliso Niguel

--------------------------------------------------

A dynamic cast at Laguna Hills High School conveyed the classic story of “Beauty and The Beast” last week in their enjoyable production of the fairy tale musical. 

Laguna Hills High School’s “Beauty and the Beast” tells the story of a young woman named Belle (Loraine Corona), who’s father, Maurice (Josh Garcia), gets lost in the woods and is captured by the Beast (Alex Delahunty). Belle makes a promise to stay in the Beast’s castle forever if he lets her father go. As time goes on Belle begins to discover the Beast’s kind, hidden nature. If they are to fall in love before time runs out, the Beast will be freed from his curse.

The show consisted of a high-energy cast that worked well together during large ensemble numbers. The application and commitment of the cast members were evident, using accents, dialects, and facial expressions to express their character’s personalities.

Loraine Corona plays Belle, the main character of the story. Her personality seemed genuine and authentic, fitting her role close to perfectly. Corona’s singing voice was clear and audible, despite multiple microphone errors. 

Nick Johnson plays Lumiere, the half human half candlestick. His French accent enhanced the authenticity of the role, and his humorous expressions and gestures added to the lively feel of the show.

Laguna Hills High School’s production of “Beauty and the Beast” begins with an overture by the Pit Orchestra, immediately setting the mood of the show. Throughout, the music played was impressive, matching with the vocals excellently. Though scene changes took longer than expected, and makeup was not the best, the acting and singing made up for it.

The overall presentation of “Beauty and the Beast” at Laguna Hills High School was entertaining and well exhibited, providing the audience with a laugh and a good mood.


by Caroline Fabricius of Aliso Niguel

--------------------------------------------------

A self-centered brute, a kind-hearted girl, an enchanted castle and its abominable master.  These all await the audience members of Laguna Hills High School’s production of “Disney's Beauty and the Beast” by Menken, Ashman, Rice, and Woolverton.  When a strange girl finds herself in a deal to remain hostage in a castle, she soon realizes she is surrounded by a cursed household filled with servants and maids who, though they were once human, are now living and breathing household items.  The master of the house, a terrible beast, can only have the spell be broken when he has learned to love and be loved.

Alex Delahunty, who plays the beast, seizes the show with his strong characterization and creates a believable persona of a beast that can be loved.  Delahunty and Loraine Corona, as Belle, have a strong connection on stage, allowing the audience to be taken into the story and wish that the two outcasts can find a way to be happy together.

Madisen Hayes and Nick Johnson, as Cogsworth and Lumiere respectively, steal the stage with their energy and enthusiasm.  Johnson’s smooth voice and debonair character nicely compliment Hayes’ quirky comedic role as the often “ticked off” clock who runs the household.  This dynamic duo always catches the audience’s attention as soon as they walk on stage.  Hayes’ careful consideration of each individual line creates brilliant comedic timing, which has the audience roaring with laughter.

Ian Neale, as Le Fou, plays a larger-than-life buffoon side-kick to the brutal Gaston (Dylan Astle).  With exaggerated facial expressions and body motions, Neale presents a wild energy to set the bar for the rest of the ensemble, a bar which at times was not reached.  The character of Le Fou results in hysterical laughter as Neale jumps and scurries around stage to keep up with Astle.  Ashlee Rouland, as Mrs. Potts, is immediately seen as the motherly figure who takes care of her son and other members of the household.  Rouland’s voice is as soft and tender as her character and enchants the audience as she sings “Beauty and the Beast”.

Though the sound crew seems unprepared in songs with the ensemble, making it difficult to hear certain actors, the sound level of others’ microphones is effective.  The orchestra’s level of professionalism surprises me constantly throughout the production as they keep tempo with the actors and blend their sounds for symphonic beauty.

This enchanting tale teaches us to never judge someone by his or her appearance, but rather to look within and see the inner beauty.  Only by seeing a person’s inner-self can we determine who is a beauty and who is a beast.


by Danielle Barnas of Aliso Niguel

--------------------------------------------------

Dancing silverware, catchy songs, a castle, and a little bit of magic—these are the ingredients that made Laguna Hills’ rendition of Disney’s “Beauty and the Beast” come to life Saturday night.

Featuring music by Alan Menken and lyrics by Howard Ashman and Tim Rice, the musical is based on Linda Woolverton’s screenplay for the Disney film (1991). From 1999-2007, Disney’s stage version of “Beauty and the Beast” ran for a stunning 5,464 performances in the Lunt-Fontanne Theatre.

Though Laguna Hills’ show did feature several sound and microphone issues, as well as the occasional break in character, it was a very entertaining performance. The majority of the cast had great energy and remained dedicated to their roles throughout the two and a half hour show.

Loraine Corona (Belle) showcased a beautiful voice along with grace and poise as she floated around the stage. Corona had great projection, her voice clear and always consistent with Belle’s sweet tone. She also displayed an outstanding ability to act effortlessly and genuinely kind without sounding inauthentic or contrived. 

A highlight of the show was the performance of Ian Neale (Le Fou), which was perfect down to every last twisted facial expression, drunken movement, and heavily accented line. Neale showed true comedic ability in his acting, and never ceased to live his character, even when taking a beating from his muscled master Gaston. Nick Johnson’s performance as Lumière was equally dedicated and entertaining. Johnson managed to make having candlesticks for hands stylish, as he suavely flirted with every feather duster and napkin in sight. His French accent was positively fantastique—the best of the night—and little outbursts of “oh mon dieu” and “toute de suite” brought his role to life.

Though the live orchestra sitting behind the stage sounded impressive and professional, some of the other sound elements in the show did not. Problems with microphones popping were a recurring issue, as well as microphones not being properly attached to the actors.  Resulting scratching noises were distracting, as were the wolf sound affects used in the forest scenes. Some of the set changes were also unnecessarily long. However, the actors’ makeup was very fresh and time appropriate. It accented the characters without being overdone or distracting.

Despite some tech problems, Laguna Hills’ rendition of Disney’s “Beauty and the Beast” was very enjoyable and heart-warming. High-energy numbers like “Be Our Guest” had the audience chiming “Oui oui, we would love to!”

by Josefine Fabricius of Aliso Niguel

--------------------------------------------------

On Saturday night, Laguna Hills High School embraced the fantastical world of love. The sixth-longest running show on Broadway, "Beauty and the Beast" is a "tale as old as time". After an enchantress' curse transforms him into a beast, the stubborn Prince (Alex Delahunty) must become a "perfect gentleman" and learn to love in order to receive requited love from a woman in order to break his curse. 

With sweeping movements and a low commanding voice, Alex Delahunty both frightens and charms as the Beast. When throwing a threatening growl toward his guests, Delahunty's speech is never lost. His grasp on the comedic aspects of the Beast are commendable, earning laughs as he tries to be "a perfect gentleman". Ashlee Rouland (Mrs. Potts) warms the heart during "Beauty and the Beast" with her motherly touch and sincere clean vocals. Always animated and a pleasure to watch, Ian Neale portrays Gaston's sycophant sidekick, with comical rag-doll like movements.

Madisen Hayes shines as the uptight, but silly Cogsworth. Hayes makes the best of all situations (including her arm being in a sling), and is physically invested in every scene. Sending Lumiere (Nick Johnson) comical disapproving looks and stutters of "phut-phut" when nervous, Hayes is a sure highlight of the show. As the charming Lumiere, Nick Johnson's consistent French accent is to be applauded. Hayes and Johnson constantly work off each other's character and bring the needed comical lightness to the show.

Beside a few tuning problems, the Laguna Hills High School Pit Orchestra impressively brings the musical score to life and follows the actors even when they get ahead of the music. State manager, Rachel Covey flawlessly calls orchestra cues as well as set changes. Although there are several set pieces to move during the changes, the blackouts are too lengthy and hinder the continuation of the story.

Although the opening number lacked energy, the ensemble found their niche throughout the show. The smaller, more intimate numbers such as "Beauty and the Beast" and "Human Again" impressed more than the larger ensemble numbers because of their simplicity and honesty.

In Laguna Hills High School's production of "Beauty and the Beast", you will find that it is never too late to open your heart up to love.


by Megane Browne of Aliso Niguel

--------------------------------------------------

It was thought that only Disney himself could make the cutlery sing and dance; however Laguna Hills High School’s performance of Beauty and the Beast makes any Disney aficionado proud. 

Nominated for best musical, Beauty and the Beast is a beloved tale, as old as time, and will forever be passed down the generational line. This intriguing musical follows the potential romance of quirky Belle (Loraine Corona) and the questionable Beast (Alex Delahunty). Like most tales there are countless obstacles in their way: a vengeful suitor, an angry mob, and time itself. 

At times some actors need a pepper up potion to evade their mechanical movements, but show stopping numbers such as “Our Guest” and “Finale” greatly make up for any lackluster moments. 

Belle is a diamond among the rough, she is quiet and yet outspoken, something that clearly reflects in Corona’s vocals. She can be paring with the beast and singing the softest tune within a moment’s notice. Complimenting her well is the Beast with his harsh persona, but surprisingly soft interior. Delahunty takes brooding to another level with his heart wrenching rendition of “If I Can’t Love Her.” Together this couple invoke such a spark, Lumiere (Nick Johnson) would jump for joy.

In a show that brings napkin holders to life, there is never a small part, and this cast surely abides that. Cogsworth (Madisen Hayes) starts the night with an almost fractured wrist and easily adopts her missing arm into the performance. Hayes is an actress who steals the show unknowingly, not only as an inspiring silent actress but comedic as well. The phrase “she’s not coming,” can be hard to drag out for two minutes, but this clock speaks with such purpose that nothing feels awkward. Opposing her is the easy going Johnson, as Lumiere, who brightens up the stage with his spot on French dialect. The two are impossible not to enjoy. 

The night starts off a bit scratchy due to microphone difficulties and problems with balancing sound; however the Pit Orchestra deserves much applause. Song after song, the players are keyed up for every note. Hiding behind a curtain the entire night, the orchestra still adds to the ambiance that is Beauty and the Beast. 

From their once upon a time, to the happily ever after, Laguna Hills High School brought Beauty and the Beast into another dimension of wonder and charm. 


by Sara Myers of Aliso Niguel

--------------------------------------------------

Our story begins with two dark figures lit up from the back with inviting pinks and blues –- a selfish prince and an enchantress disguised as an old beggar. The beggar offers him a rose, but the prince dispels her with a powerful arm indicating the direction she should go: away. The enchantress fluidly reveals herself in a glimmering golden dress and curses the prince to play the Beast in Laguna Hills High School’s production of Disney's "Beauty and the Beast."

"Bonjour!" cry the townspeople, every morning just the same, "Look! There’s Belle!" The most beautiful girl in town is the most peculiar -- a fervent bookworm with an undying devotion to her creative father. 

Loraine Corona plays the smiling Belle genuinely and authentically. She longs for the adventure she reads about in her novels, and when her father's capture brings her to an enchanted castle, Belle finds exactly what she wanted and much more. 

Alex Delahunty is the master of the castle –- the terrifying Beast. His deep growling voice is like a prism to the spectrum of his emotions: angered, sorrowful, and even loving. Throughout the performance Delahunty's ballet-like movements and commanding mannerisms accurately portray a temperamental creature with a genuine inner struggle against himself. His character development from such a monster to a kind prince is astonishingly believable.

Two of the most adored characters in the show are Cogsworth (Madisen Hayes) and Lumiere (Nick Johnson). This clock and candlestick are livelier than any you have seen before, literally. Hayes makes the best of her fractured wrist and even jokes when Cogsworth becomes human again, "I got my arms back! ...but it's broken!" Both are very invested in their characters and remain in the moment whether the spotlight falls on them or others. They complement each other magnificently with Hayes's spot-on comedic timing and Johnson's consistent French accent and charm.

Overall the show is weak in its energy, dancing, and vocals, with lengthy scene changes and microphone issues only serving to emphasize these problems. However, the makeup design accents the growing lifelessness of the enchanted objects as the curse begins to take its toll on them with white faces. They very quickly remove the Beast's furry face so that he can transform into a Prince onstage.

Through a story of ignorance and story, Laguna Hills High School warmly proves that even a beast can be beauty.

by Simona (Teiko) Yakobson of Aliso Niguel

--------------------------------------------------

The story of Beauty and the Beast is a "tale as old as time" and on May 8th at Laguna Hills High School the classic fairytale comes to life. Beautiful and "odd" Belle wants so much more than this "provincial life" and her inventor father just wants her to be happy. This story of Belle's journey out of their small town finds her in the clutches of the horrible Beast. However, soon hatred turns to love, and the enchanted Beast and his household objects become "Human Again" and live happily ever after. 

Belle (Loraine Corona) plays her character with genuine innocence and is the drumbeat that keeps the show moving gracefully. Corona works well off the other cast members and helps lift their energy up when some of the other actors are lacking. The Beast (Alex Delahunty) plays the contrasting dark and melancholy with the hopeful and gentleman extremely well. 

The two stand out dynamic duo's are Gaston (Dylan Astle) and Le Fou (Ian Neale) and Cogsworth (Madisen Hayes) and Lumiere (Nick Johnson). Astle and Neal have wonderful comedic relief for the show and play really well off each other. Astle's bulging biceps are even funnier with Neale's aweful laugh and praise. Also Hayes and Johnson's juxtaposed character choices of uptight verses laid back allow the story to flow smoothly. Johnson's French accent is by far the most believable and he keeps it during his vocals as well. The most notable vocals are that of Mrs. Potts (Ashlee Rouland) she makes the infamous song "Beauty and the Beast" come to life.

The ensemble is lacking energy at times however, many significant stand-outs bring them back up. The Floor Mat (Joel Logrono) is a great dancer and shows his skills of break dancing during one of the numbers. Also Silly Girl #2's (Molly Delbridge) humorous laughter and swooning shrieks adds to the comedy of Gaston's muscles.

The Orchestra is phenomenal. Their timing is impeccable, and they never skip a beat. The Orchestra's fluidity makes up for the cutting in and out of microphones and sometimes awkward sound effects. 

Overall, Laguna Hills High School does a wonderful job with bringing the classic story to life, and it is a show that people of all ages would love and relate to.


by Allie Hatch of Costa Mesa

--------------------------------------------------

On Saturday night, I got the joy of going to see the musical Disney's "Beauty and the Beast" at Laguna Hills High School. They did a wonderful job of telling the romantic story of the classic movie that was showen to us many times when we were little. 

There were many wonderful actors and actresses that put this performance on one of my favorite shows i have seen this year. Loraine Corona did a wonderful job playing the part of Belle. Her voice and acting really made her character stand out and made the performance amazing. Dylan Astle was the perfect Gaston. He looked the part and stayed in character, which was very entertaining. Ian Neale played the hilarious role of Le Fou. He not only looked the part, but his voice fit the part and that made him very enjoyable to listen too. Cogsworth, who was played by Madisen Hayes, and Lumiere, who was played by Nick Johnson, were magnificent! There acting was superb. Nick Johnson did an excellent job at having an accent the whole time whether it was when he was just acting or when he was singing and his voice was very lovely to listen to. In addition to having a lovely voice was Ashlee Rouland, who played Mrs. Potts. Her voice and acting were wonderful throughout the play. 

There were many wonderful musical sences, but my top three were "Me" whish was sung by Dylan Astle and Loraine Corona, "Our Guest" whish was sung by Nick Johnson, Tori Johnson, Ashlee Rouland, and the ensemble, and "Beauty and the Beast" which was sung by Ashlee Rouland. These three songs really did it for me. They were wonderfully sung and put together. 

There were only a couple things that the show needed to make it an amazing performance. They were that the microphones were either not loud enough or were not placed on the actor or actress correctly and they were not fixed throughout the play. In addition to there was the problem of the actors or actresses not speacking loud enough so the audience could hear them. Many of the songs could have been improved just by this. 

In the end, Laguna Hills High School did a wonderful job on their performance of Disney's "Beauty and the Beast". 

by Chelsea Liebel of Costa Mesa

--------------------------------------------------

Tales may be as old as time, but Laguna Hills High School kept Beauty and the Beast alive and well. From orchestra to actors, they truly captured the essence of this childhood story.

Kicking off the show with a superb number, "Belle", the cast took the chaos and strife and made it into an organized piece. While there were some microphone problems throughout, the cast kept energy level high. The orchestra was absolutely amazing, making you forget you were at a high school production.  In Act II, Mrs. Potts (Ashlee Rouland) beautifully sang "Beauty and the Beast", bringing tears to the audience's eyes. Rouland nailed her character to the T, and was consistent and maternal every time she was on stage.

Loraine Corona played the lead of Belle very well, keeping the innocence and charm genuine. Her voice was pure and sweet, and while there wasn't much of a volume change, she was elegant and poised, making it easy for Alex Delahunty (Beast) to fall in love with here. Delahunty and Corona had excellent chemistry, with good development of their believable relationship. Delahunty also kept the intensity of his character up, and had very noticeable character development. As the dynamic duo of the production, Madisen Hayes (Coggsworth) and Nick Johnson (Lumiere) lit up the stage. The two worked well together, and brought some comedy to the castle.

Dylan Astle definitely had the look of Gaston. From his hair to his muscles, he made the girls swoon. Playing his little sidekick, La Fou, Ian Neale was a hilarious aspect to the show. All eyes were on him: whether it was in "Gaston", or in a short scene, he kept the audience laughing. 

Laguna Hills may have taken a Disney show, but they truly tackled this beast and made it into a beauty that will be remembered for a long time.


by Kayci Decker of Costa Mesa

--------------------------------------------------

An enchanted castle, a dashing beauty, and a talking candelabra—what more could you ask for from Laguna Hills High School's production of Beauty and the Beast.  In their staging of Disney's retelling of the classic fairytale, a reformed beast and outcast beauty discover together how true love transcends simple good looks surrounded by a cast of enchanted servants changed into household items that are sure to delight. 

Alex Delahunty personified the Beast  onstage—his resonating growl and fluid, prowling physicality masked the actor's humanity, creating a believable chracter onstage that thrilled the audience.  Belle (Loraine Corona) was sweet and authentic, creating a believable representation of a Disney protagonist.       Together, the two of them carried the show, spinning together a credible romance 

Lumiere (Nick Johnson) and Cogsworth (Madisen Hayes), two enchanted servants, dished up delightful comic relief during key scenes in the castle.  Each alone exhibited great commitment to their characterizations—but during scenes together, they fed off each other's energy, goofing off and playing around in a manner that captured the audience's attention.  

During the village scenes, Ian Neale (LaFou) kept the audience in stitches as he bounced around from one side of the stage to the other, his gravelly yet playful voice and gullible enthusiasm energizing the scenes he was in.  Bekah Fuly and Gabby Jackson also livened up their small roles during ensemble numbers.  

Makeup (Amayrani Acosta, Yaneli Gama, Sierra Henderson, Audrey Rinle, and Ashlee Stapf) was executed perfectly, bringing magical characters like the Beast and Lumiere alive with inhuman face paint.  The LHHS Pit Orchestra performed the show's iconic score deftly, adding to the mystical atmosphere.

Laguna Hills High School executed a pleasurable rendition of the eternal musical, Beauty and the Beast, and taught us all how to love again.

by Blair Mason of El Dorado

--------------------------------------------------

A tale as old as time...the monstrous beast, and the beauty who tames him. Laguna Hills High School's production of Disney's Beauty and the Beast tells the tale. 

Opening on the quiet village, Belle (Loraine Corona) walks along face down in a book, while other members of the town talk of her oddities. Corona held the innocent demeanor expected of a princess through out the show. Once imprisoned in the castle, even the Beast (Alex Delahunty) cannot resist her positive disposition. Delahunty commanded the stage vocally and physically, hunched over with deft movement across the space. Another notable performance was seen from Lumiere (Nick Johnson), who maintained the charm and grand energy the role required. His accent, vocal ability, and physicality combined to create a well rounded character. In addition, the duo of Lumiere and Cogsworth (Madisen Hayes) played exceptionally well off of each other. Mrs. Potts (Ashlee Rouland) had a beautiful, strong voice, and certainly delivered when singing the show's title song, Beauty and the Beast.

The makeup assisted in creating characters effectively. The Beast's makeup was not only well done, but also transitioned seemlessly in the transformation scene. 

Though ensemble numbers at times seemed to lack energy and focus, the evening finished strong in the finale leaving the audience "enchanted". 



by Evie Goode of El Dorado

--------------------------------------------------

“Bonjour!” cried the provincial town, bustling across the stage of Laguna Hills High School. Their production of “Beauty and the Beast” brought back a familiar nostalgia in all that know the “tale as old as time”.

“Beauty and the Beast” is a story about a young girl named Belle (Loraine Corona) who discovers that it’s okay to be considered odd as she falls in love with The Beast (Alex Delahunty). This tale sends out a warm message of being yourself.

The technical aspects of the production were carried out well. The orchestra, composed completely of students, did a fantastic job with covering some missed cues and highlighted the magic that is this Disney classic. Listening to their consistent playing pleased the audience and made up for lengthy scene changes. The make up for this production was well done. Elise Ybarra’s design for The Beast was phenomenal, and definitely added to the intensity of Delahunty’s character.

Delahunty had a clear and resonant voice that could be understood with his gravelly tone as The Beast. His physicality and diction stood out. One of the strongest character’s in the show, Delahunty provided the audience with a lovable character and great vocals. His songs were some of the most invested, and it was clear he cared about his character.

The dynamic duo of Cogsworth (Madisen Hayes) and Lumiere (Nick Johnson) was one of the show’s highest moments. The two played well off each other, and their character work was consistent throughout the show. The brought a fresh wave of energy everytime they entered the stage.

In the big vocal numbers, the vocals themselves were fantastic, however much of the cast seemed a bit lost and there was a lack of facial expression in many of them. Though the beginning of the production seemed to be severely lacking in energy, it was definitely kicked up in the second act. 

Corona also does a great job with her character. She understood the innocence within Belle, and it came out clear to the audience. She was engaging with others on the stage, and was a bright presence. 

Though some solo numbers were a bit pitchy, the actors’ dedication and character work made them interesting to watch.

Laguna Hills High School’s production of “Beauty and the Beast” was definitely one where the audience felt invited enough to “Be Our Guest”.


by Jasmine Miller of El Dorado

--------------------------------------------------

Though it may be a "tale as old as time", Laguna Hills High School's production of the classic story "Beauty and the Beast" capitivates the audience. In this timeless show, Belle(Loraine Corona) wants nothing more to escape her "provincial life" in a small village to be a part of the world she reads about in books. However, it is when she rescues her father, Maurice(Josh Garcia), from the enchanted castle of the Beast(Alex Delahunty) that she begins to experience the life she had only dreamed. 

Loraine Corona's Belle radiates kindness. Whether encouraging her father or meeting the staff of an enchanted castle, she is marked by compassion, leaving it to be no wonder that she can see the beauty within a beast. The Beast, Alex Delahunty, is both beastly and passionate during the production. Though he moves and talks in a animalistic manner, Delahunty shows the love that the Beast has for Belle through a pleasing vocal performance.

Servants to the Beast, Nick Johnson and Madisen Hayes, Lumiere and Cogsworth respectively, engage the audience through their great character work and comedic timing. Johnson's Lumiere is charming with an impeccable french accent and strong vocals, and Hayes' Cogsworth is a comic delight as a tightly wound clock eager to keep order in the castle. 

In addition to fellow castle servants Lumiere and Cogsworth, Ashlee Rouland's Mrs. Potts brings maternal wisdom and a soothing musical performance in the classic love song "Beauty and the Beast." Collette Astle's Babette, a feisty feather duster, is another highlight with to her witty repartee to Lumiere's banter.

In Belle's provincial village, Ian Neale's Le Fou, the henchman of the brutish Gaton(Dylan Astle), pleases the audience with his comedic ability. Neale moves with an appropriate physicality and is a treat for the audience to watch. 

This story, however, could not have been brought to life without the help of the LHHS Pit Orchestra. This entirely student filled group is the perfect accompaniment to the production.

A timeless love story, Laguna Hills High School's "Beauty and the Beast" breathes new life into this well-known musical. The cast and crew of "Beauty and the Beast" ensures that you will not have regretted being their guest. 

by Maddie Suchard of El Dorado

--------------------------------------------------

Laguna Hills High School put on the production of the Disney’s Beauty and the Beast played through April 29th throughout May 8th.  Beauty and The Beast is a classic tale of the Prince turned Beast the beautiful young woman whom he imprisons in his castle.

Belle is a small town girl who always seems to have her nose in a book. People in town look down upon her father and her, she is seen as the outcast odd girl who doesn’t live in a real world. While, Belle’s father Maurice is thought to be crazy inventor. On his way to a convention gets lost in the forest and wonders off to the beast’s castle where he is held prisoner. Belle goes searching for him, finding her way to him she takes his place as the beast’s prisoner.  Later on, the beast and Belle find themselves in love.

While there was a few outstanding cast members there were several that lacked in energy and personalities who seemed like they didn’t stay in turned with the show itself.  Cogsworth held herself very well, despite a broken arm. She was very entertaining to watch, she had a strong character connection with her character, and she lit up the stage, captivating the attention with her expressions and her presents all around. 

In every show there is bound to be good and bad situations, most characters in the show had great connections between one each other keeping their interactions more realistic while others stared out into the crowd.  Chip, though she was a minor character had a strong personality. The silly girls were hilarious playing off one another very well, they captured the attention easily. The door mat was an amazing dancer. Throughout the growling and yelling of the Beast he was still understandable.  Mrs. Potts had an amazing voice, and the duster kept up with her accent and her flirty personality throughout the whole show. The school’s pit orchestra was amazing, keeping up with the actors and playing the music throughout the scene changes.

Over all I thought the production was an okay show. It was held together by great music and stronger characters.


by Megan  Rose Sanders of El Dorado

--------------------------------------------------

As the lights dim, hauntingly familiar music plays, well-known to many.  In marvelous pantomime, the story of the ensorcellment of the Beast is told.  This opens Laguna Hills High School’s production of Disney’s “Beauty and the Beast;” the story of how Belle (Loraine Corona) breaks the spell on the Beast (Alex Delahunty) and turns him back into the prince he was before he and his household were cursed.

Shining at the forefront of the performers on the stage is Madisen Hayes as Cogsworth.  Hayes’s comedic delivery is always spot on, and her investment in the action onstage and commitment to her part never falters.  However, with equal dedication, Nick Johnson portrays Lumiere with surprising honesty.  Implementing an impeccable accent, Johnson keeps the attention focused on him, even with an ensemble of dancers behind him.  Together the pair work extremely well off of each other, adding to each scene they are in with their antics.

Another of the enchanted servants, Mrs. Potts is stuck as a teapot, and Ashlee Rouland does a very fine job depicting the motherly stiffness of her character.  The song “Beauty and the Beast,” is sung by Mrs. Potts, and it is in this song that her marvelous voice is shown off.  Her singing voice is supported and controlled, and her emotion shines through in all of her lyrics.

Not to be outshone, Belle (Loraine Corona) and Beast (Alex Delahunty) add a nice level of sincerity to the show.  It is easy to believe in Belle’s actions as an eccentric beauty, as Corona stays focused on her character throughout the entire show.  Down to the final moment, her oscillating feelings are apparent and well-conveyed, especially pertaining to the Beast- the suffering prince who is personified through Delahunty’s mix of savagery and regality, which is especially seen in his flowing, dance-like movements.

Never seen, but always heard, the LHHS Pit Orchestra keeps the show flowing with their use of vamps and musical tags in the long scene changes.  Despite some tuning issues and the tiring of the brass players, the orchestra plays very tightly as an ensemble, and keeps up with the dancers and singers alike in a very professional manner.

Despite some lack of motivation from the ensemble, Laguna Hills High School’s production of “Beauty and the Beast” has some truly marvelous moments.  With good comedic timing, and well-rehearsed scenes, the cast creates a show worth mentioning.

by Rod Bagheri of El Dorado

--------------------------------------------------

It's a timeless fairy tale, a beautiful princess in distress, and a prince wanting to save her, but in "Beauty and the Beast", the princess is to save the prince in distress, he is cursed to be in the form of the beast until he find love. In Laguna Hills High School production of Disney's "Beauty and the Beast" written by Linda Woolverton told the story of this timeless tale with a large interesting cast.

"Beauty and the Beast" is one of the more famous Disney Princess stories, with beautiful music and and lovely story. It was one of the begininning stories, became a movie, and on musical.

Laguna Hills High School's production of Disney's "Beauty and the Beast" was enjoyable to watch since the tale is so amazing, and with the few characters with the energy, made it enjoyable.

The Beast, played by Alex Delahunty was extremely, beastly. The the deep vocals were intense and strong and his body movements were explaned and distinct. Belle played by Loraine Corona had great facial expressions, and her emotions matched the scene.

The ensemble lacked a bit of energy and seemed to be lost at times, but there were those few ensemble members that stayed interested and brought the energy. The mystical objects in the castle, like Lumiere(Nick Johnson), Cogsworth(Madison Hayes), Mrs. Potts(Ashlee Rouland), and the others were extremely entertaining, they had their characters and stuck with them.

The Orchestra, which played all the music was on time, and they worked with the actors, if the singer slowed down, the orchestra did do, which is impressive. The scene changes with the blackouts were a bit slow and time consuming, and it seemed the stage crew didnt seem invested in moving pieces.

"Beauty and the Beast" is a tough piece to perform, but Laguna Hills High School took up the task and didn't entirely succeed, since there was lack of energy and not so strong vocals, and characters breaking character, but they didn't also entirely fail, they managed to still make it entertaining at times which is always a good thing to do.  


by Tawny Peterson of El Dorado

--------------------------------------------------

“A tale as old as time” comes to life on the Laguna Hills High School stage. Laguna Hills’ production brings vibrancy and stand-out acting and vocal performances to this version of Beauty and the Beast.

As the stage lights up, a magnificent castle and a prince, played by Alex Delahunty appear. An old woman asks for shelter from the cold, but he shuns her away. As a punishment, she reveals herself as a beautiful enchantress and casts a spell on the castle. Alex Delahunty brings a commanding voice and superb acting to his part as the Beast. He demonstrates his vocal ability in “If I Can’t Love Her.” 

The lights and scene change to a quaint little French village marketplace. Belle, appears, a determined yet naïve girl. Loraine Corona demonstrates an innocent charm and grace to her portrayal of Belle. She balances the sweetness of a princess with the determination and courage of a young woman.

Ian Neale is excellent in his character of Le Fou by bringing high energy to each of his scenes.

Maurice, played by Josh Garcia, gets lost in the forest and comes upon a beautiful yet eerie castle. He meets the wacky duo Cogsworth and Lumiere, played by Madisen Hayes and Nick Johnson. Madisen Hayes is hilarious as the uptight and tick-offish Cogsworth. Her facial expressions and stage movement bring life to the performance every time she comes on stage. She does an excellent job in improvising especially with her broken arm. Nick Johnson brings charm and appeal to his part as Lumiere.

When Belle (Loraine Corona) comes to the castle, she meets the other enchanted objects. Those that stand out are Mrs. Potts, played by Ashley Rouland, and Babette, played by Colette Astle. Ashley puts forth a motherly affection to her performance and demonstrates her beautiful voice in the title song “Beauty and the Beast.” Babette, the feisty French feather duster (Colette Astle) does an excellent job in keeping her French accent consistent throughout the performance.

Overall, the cast does a superb job in blending their harmonies and voices in the “Finale.” 
Laguna Hills High School’s performance leaves the audience enchanted and singing the tunes as they leave the theater.


by Jeremiah Lussier of JSerra Catholic

--------------------------------------------------

Performing one of the timeless tales of our generation, Laguna Hills High School beautifully lit up the stage with Beauty and the Beast in the last weekend of April and this past weekend of May. 

Based on Disney’s 1991 film of the same name, the story describes a selfish prince, cursed with an appearance of his inner self until he can love and be loved, and Belle, no princess in royalty standards but selfless, honest, confident and accepting.  As time runs out before the spell becomes permanent, the Beast changes and grows to love and care for Belle, and Belle finds what she has been in search of – the place where she belongs.

Alex Delahunty (Prince/Beast) and Loraine Corona (Belle) compliment one another almost flawlessly.  From the first time the audience is introduced to the Beast, Delahunty instantaneously connects with each person and carries their attention throughout the entire duration of the show through significant energy and smooth character transition.  When Belle joins the story, Loraine passionately demonstrates the kindness and affection Belle feels towards the Beast through her eyes and mannerisms.

From Ashlee Rouland (Mrs. Potts) with strong vocals, especially in a breathtaking “Beauty and the Beast”, to Madisen Hayes (Cogsworth) and her impeccable comedic timing that many times brought the show to a complete halt with laughter, to even Joel Logrono (Doormat/Ensemble) with a well-executed break dancing float (power move) performed in tempo during “The Mob Song”, Laguna Hills clearly displayed a well-rounded cast in many different and sometimes untraditional areas.

Despite a few character inconsistencies among the ensemble, many of the ensemble numbers synergistically lit up the stage and successfully added to the overall entertainment level of the show. 

Although there were a few balance issues among the microphones in group songs and amongst the leads, the lighting was very appropriate, including the cathedral gobos for the west wing in the castle and the blend of gels used on the cyclorama.  The student orchestra performed well above high school standards, and kept up with the often unpredictable cues of the show effortlessly.

From the movie, to Broadway, to Laguna Hills High School, Beauty and the Beast will continue to live on in legacy as one of the most admired and heartwarming tales of all time.


by Jeffrey Fichtner of Newport Harbor

--------------------------------------------------

The rose petals are falling at an alarming rate. The castle is growing desperate for a new young maiden to bring things back to normal. This young maiden is Belle, enthusiastically shining onto the Laguna Hills High School stage in their production of Disney’s Beauty and the Beast.

It is the classic Disney rendition of a cursed prince turned beast turned back to prince as changed through the aid of a virtuous young girl named Belle. In exchange for her father's freedom, Belle takes his place as prisoner in the castle. Interactive furniture welcomes this potential princess, as her loving nature gradually softens the heart of this enraged beast.

Loraine Corona genuinely portrays Belle with the utmost confidence, and utilizes her facial features and body movements to rival the animated character in the original Disney film. As the beast, Alex Delahunty effortlessly contrasts outrage to empathy. His strong vocals in “How Long Must This Go On?” emphasizes his full potential, and adds strength to the show.

Stealing the spotlight, Madisen Hayes delightfully dedicates comedic timing to her part as a tightly wounded clock, Cogsworth. Charmingly complementing her with an enchanting French accent, Nick Johnson waves his candlestick arms with poise and confidence. With a beautiful voice and a bubbly personality, Ashlee Rouland proves determined as Mrs. Potts.

As the antagonist, Dylan Astle brought his physical strengths into full fruition, flexing his arms to exemplify Gaston’s arrogant disposition. Ian Neale, playing Gaston’s kooky right-hand-man Le Fou, is hysterical in characterization and enthusiasm, utilizing a passion of charisma with every body movement, and facial expression.

The ensemble boasts some noteworthy characters, including the break-dancing doormat Joel Logrono, and Silly Girl#2 Molly Delbridge, who stride beyond the high school spectrum to increase the fun and personality of the show. All together, the ensemble boasts full potential in “The Mob Song,” where unity embraces comedic quality.

Although faced with lengthy set changes, the quality of preparation is worth the wait. So, unwind, and be a guest in the Laguna Hills High School production of Disney’s Beauty and the Beast.


by Matthew Richards of Newport Harbor

--------------------------------------------------

The stage set as a castle is silhouetted, with the enchanted rose glowing in red ligh, while audience members eagerly waitied for Laguna Hills High School's production of Disney's Beauty and the Beast to start. Then with the four magic words, Once Upon A Time, the story had started.

The tale of Disney's Beauty and the Beast is a timeless tale that has captured the hearts of many. It tells the classic tale that beauty is on the inside and not the outside. Long ago, a prince denied a beggar women shelter in his castle because of her ugliness, she puts a spell on the entire castle, turning the prince into a hideous beast and the other members of the castle into various objects, mentioning that the only way the spell will be broken is if the prince finds true love. All are doubtful, until the beautiful girl named Belle enters the castle.

Laguna Hills High School's production of Disney's Beauty and the Beast was filled with big ensemble numbers, high energy, strong leads and many amazing voices. 

Belle (Loraine Corona) was portrayed with a very genuine and sincere character. Though at times she did seem very timid, it worked wonders for her character. In certain songs, Corona displayed wonderful emotional connections with the songs, making it seem like she really felt what she was singing. Also, the Beast (Alex Delahunty), portrayed his character with great dedication. Delahunty played the change in the beast from act one to act two flawlessly. After intermission, there was a clear change in character in Delahunty not only in voice, but in body language and manner as well.

Gaston (Dylan Astle) and Le Fou (Ian Neale) worked together with great synergy. With his constant flexing of his biceps and arrogant smerk, Astle played the pompous character of Gaston almost flawlessly. While Neale portrayed the crazy side of Le Fou perfectly by utilizing his body and facial expressions. Cogsworth (Madisen Hayes), Lumiere (Nick Johnson)worked well together to help make up some of the castle ensemble. Hayes, even with a hurt arm, made the best out of it, and continuously made the audience laugh with her stellar comedic timing, and frantic movements and facial expressions. Johnson played Lumiere perfectly, complete with French accent. Johnson and Hayes worked together flawlessly, making for many comedic scenes.

The stage crew, ran by Rachel Covey, worked very hard to get the scene changes done. Although some of the scene changes were long, it was clear that the stage crew was working as hard as they could.

Overall, Laguna Hills High School's rendition of Disney's Beauty and the Beast is one not to be missed. It is filled with comedic scenes, as well has heart warming scenes, and is great for anyone who wants to be entertained

by Myles Warner of Newport Harbor

--------------------------------------------------

“Far off places, daring sword fights, magic spells and a prince in disguise!” In a sheer twist of destiny these wild yet vivid imaginations come true for Belle, the beautiful young maiden and protagonist of Walt Disney’s classic fairytale “Beauty and the Beast.” Having spent her life in a small, provincial town in the countryside of France, Belle longs to see the world and travel to all the places she has read about in her books. When her beloved father is lost in the woods and becomes a prisoner of the dreaded Beast who lives in a nearby castle, Belle rushes to find him, and bring him home. In her brave endeavor to save her father’s life, she trades her own freedom and promises to stay in the Beast’s castle forever. Encouraged not to lose her spirit by her new friends and palace managers, the motherly tea pot Mrs. Potts, the high strung clock Cogsworth, the suave candelabra Lumier, the flirty and sensuous feather duster Babette, and her aria-singing Wardrobe, Madame de la Grande Bouche, Belle comes to find that the history of the Beast and his magic castle is one of great sorrow and darkness. She attempts to befriend him, and slowly realizes that dreams do come true in the oddest of ways. This epic fable has convinced the world that those who look beyond their own horizons and never render their dreams hopeless might just be able to find that happy ending. Since the movie was released to the world in 1991, it has been labeled as a story not to be overlooked, and has stolen the hearts of all people, children and adults around the world. After opening on Broadway in 1994, “Beauty and the Beast” has been one of the most popular high school musicals to reprise. On May 8, 2010, the Laguna Hills High School theater department presented this distinguished show under the direction of Mrs. Susan Lord, and should be commended for their efforts. 

In the beginning of the show, there are some sound difficulties that present the audience with the occasional dropped line, popping of a microphone, or low volume, but this recognizable flaw dissipates when the entire ensemble gathers in the town center to sing the opening number “Belle.” While some of the vocal harmonies in the ensemble were weaker in Act 1, Act 2 brings a renewed sense of purpose and energy to even the smallest roles on the stage. While some of the set changes are consistently lengthy, this too is made up for by the impressing intricacy of their construction, by the lead builders Ian Neale and Rachel Covey. While occasionally some of the notes in solo pieces are pitchy, the obvious effort counters this, as the musicality and memorization of a dense script and musical score is spot on. 

Belle, played by Loraine Corona, brings a youthful and fresh personality to the role. Her dedication to the role is apparent throughout the entirety of the show, as she remains completely engaged, in her solo moments and interactions with others. Her facial expressions represent a sweet and genuine innocence, as well as her desire to fulfill and completely connect on-stage relationships. 

The Beast, played by Alex Delahunty, brings skill to a very complex character. Alex’s physicality is flawless, and almost mirrors the sense of a lyrical dance. Throughout his roars and harsh vocal timbre, not a single line is mumbled or missed. From the beginning to the end of the show, his character develops fully, and allows the audience to feel as freely as he does, be it anger, fear, love or compassion. 

Mrs. Potts, played by Ashlee Rouland, is the essence of maternal and vocal strength. Ashlee’s strong soprano tones are lovely, and she carries a majority of the vocal harmonies throughout the show. She plays a loving and nurturing figure with great ease, and exudes a genuine commitment to her character on stage. 

Cogsworth, played by Madisen Hayes, is sharp, engaging and downright witty. Madisen takes a supporting role and turns it into shining light on the stage, pouring her whole heart into the physicality and distinct personality of the role. Her comedic timing is genius, and is constant magnet for the audience’s attention as she appears and disappears throughout the course of the show. 

Le Fu, played by Ian Neale, brings the audience to hysterics at many points during the show. The quirky and dimwitted sidekick of Belle’s suitor, Gaston, he radiates personality, and is completely unafraid to commit himself to a role in need of drastic foolishness, and excellent comedic timing. Ian succeeds in this, and exhibits an immense amount of professionalism on the stage.

While the entire cast gives a good performance, the orchestra should be recognized for an exceptional job behind the curtains. From the overtures to the huge ensemble numbers like “Be our Guest,” they never miss a beat, and were so in tune with each other they sound like a recording at the beginning of the show.  Over all, the production of “Beauty and the Beast” is enjoyable to watch, and they truly bring life to “a tale as old as time.” 


by Alexandra Solon of St. Margaret's

--------------------------------------------------

A young beauty falls in love with a hideous but kind-hearted beast in Laguna Hills High School Performing Arts’ reliving of the enchanted tale of “Beauty and the Beast.” The classic childhood tale follows the girl Belle as she is kidnapped by and then falls in love with a Beast in a cursed castle filled with the servants turned objects to the Prince turned monster.

The overall performance of the entire ensemble casts the story’s spell on the audience with outstanding performances that exuded believability. Particular in that area are the characters of the Beast (Alex Delahunty) and Belle (Loraine Corona) who both invest themselves into the characters vocally and physically, bringing their onstage relationship to life. Delahunty pairs violent gestures with audible grows to bring out the reality of the beast’s animal side, but then sings tenderly in “If I Can’t Love Her” to remind the audience that humanity still resides in his hairy heart. Corona’s acting as Belle is superb and her soft voice in songs like “Is This Home?” charms the listener to sympathize with her conflict.

Comedic performances that stand out are Cogsworth (Madisen Hayes) and Le Fou (Ian Neale) who both commit such energy to their movements that, matched with hilariously accentuated dialogue, draw eyes and pulled laughs throughout the show. Hayes is physically bubbly despite her rigid clock costume and improvises with her broken arm with uproarious effect. Neale bumbles all over the stage completely committed to the character the entire time, spluttering his lines like the goof that Le Fou is.

The hulking brute Gaston (Dylan Astle) displays his outrageous muscularity quite well, his deep voice anchoring the roguish character. The fiendish Madame D’Arque (Gabby Jackson) dedicates herself to the part with malicious laughter and grimaces that one can’t help but love. 

The group that works well together is the Silly Girls (Sara Arsenault, McKenna Bisaha, and Molly Delbridge) who all enliven their characters with high pitched voices and exaggerated body usage. In particular, Silly Girl #3 (Delbridge) speaks her lines with a flair befitting her girlish character and stands out amongst the trio. 

With a few microphone hiccups that do not hinder the performances, the overall show turns out to be as magical as the story with bright characters and beautiful songs; LHHS certainly put on a show that lives up to Disney’s timeless tale. 


by David Kane of Tri-School

--------------------------------------------------

“Tale as old as time, song as old as rhyme, Beauty and the Beast.” Laguna Hills High School brought the familiar love story form the screen to the stage in a colorful explosion of fun energy. A story of unconventional love, it shows us that no matter what, we must look inside of a person and see more than their pretty face or muscular façade but see who they are within, and that is where the heart truly lies. If we let people into our heart then we may be surprised what we find. 

Belle (Loraine Corona) is a misunderstood young woman who is singled out for being “odd”. Corona brings out the innocence and genuine kindness of Belle. The Beast (Alex Delahunty) created the brooding frustration of the character through strong physicality that helped to embody his inner conflict. The enchanted objects of the show added a light effervescence to the performance that the audience enjoyed. Particularly the character of Cogsworth (Madisen Hayes) who kept the audience in hysterics with her comical expressions and utter commitment to the character that added a fun dimension of the performance.  Despite her injury of a broken arm the night before, she embodied the spirit of “the show must go on” and incorporated her handicap into the performance that made for an even more enriched show that was hysterical to watch.  Another enchanted piece of house ware that stood out was Mrs. Potts (Ashlee Rouland) her beautiful vocals and spot on character choices engendered a beautiful romantic moment in the iconic song of Beauty and The Beast.  But who can forget the charismatic candlestick himself, Lumiere (Nick Johnson). Johnson “lights up” the stage every time he walked on both literally and figuratively because of his charming character and sparkling vocals. Back in the village Le Fou (Ian Neal) a bumbling sidekick to the village hunk gave a highly amusing performance. Overly animated taking advantage of his physical comedy Neal kept the audience on their toes. 

The orchestra, that was 100% student run was simply marvelous. Giving a full dramatic sound to the show and following the performance well they added another fantastic level to this beloved story.

Despite some technical issues and some moments of low energy the cast and technicians overcame to put on this beautiful story that has so lovingly survived through the ages. 


by Leean Gill of Tri-School
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