From the moment legendary rivals Romeo and Tybalt appear for the dueling scene wielding flamboyantly colored foam pool noodles, it becomes apparent that “Romeo and Juliet—Together (and Alive!) At Last” is not your standard Shakespearian tragedy.  The show, directed by Laguna Hills High School senior, Devon Abdo, follows the half-baked scheme of a group of middle-schoolers, who cast their painfully shy (but enamored) classmates as the “star-struck lovers” in an attempt to force the pair to, at the very least, make eye contact.

Though many of the humorous elements of the play are physical, the talented cast’s performance keeps the show from becoming merely slapstick comedy.  Jordan Petersen epitomizes an immature eighth grader in her portrayal of Parks, pairing halting narration with appropriately awkward hand motions as she delivers the lines of the Chorus in the middle school’s doomed performance.  Pete Saltz (Ian Neale) executes stellar, across-the-stage falls (complete with airborne books and food) that rival those of Seinfeld’s “Kramer”.  And Ares Alatriste skillfully portrays the goofy, slow-witted friend who finds himself cast in the play as Friar Laurence, draped in pink satin and Mardi Gras beads.  Might I say, the rose never did smell so sweet.

While the sets are minimal and the scene changes a bit long, the tech crew compensates for the shoestring budget and limited number of stage hands with upbeat transition music between the ultra-short scenes, which seems appropriate for the lighthearted mood of the play.  Also, the lighting crew manages to maintain sufficient illumination on stage, even while the "actors" run amuck in the chaos of the middle school’s show with competing spotlights of their own.

Overall, the play is an entertaining piece of work and an impressive feat for a student director.  Simply put, the show is nothing to bite your thumb at.

by Breanna Blumer of Tri-School

--------------------------------------------------

William Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet has never been so hilarious.  In Laguana Hills High School’s Romeo and Juliet Together and Alive at Last, student directed by Deven Abdo, the characters of Ed Sitrow and Lucy Neblet try to make there friends Pete Saltz and Annabel Stackpoole, who are in love with each other, actually look and talk to one another.  Ed gets a brilliant idea to put on an 8th grade play Romeo and Juliet and cast their unsuspecting lovers as the leads.  The shyness of Anabell combined with Pete’s klutzy quirkiness presents problems with the friends plan.  They can barely look at each other let alone touch or heaven forbid, kiss.  As the play goes on, these characters bring a smile to the faces of the audience and are spirit lifting.

Even though the set changes are longer than normal, Ares Alatirste brings comedic relief when the play seems long. The way he plays his character, Tom Hays, you have no notion that Ares is on stage. His movements and ways of standing depicts perfectly an 8th grader, with so much energy he doesn’t know what to do with himself. Every time he came on stage the audience laughed knowing that he would be saying or doing something in the scene that would light up the stage, such as coming out dressed like a pimp.

In the last act, the true depiction of the 8th grader’s Romeo and Juliet, Tom Hayes’s little sister, a 6th grader named Betsy Hays, works the spot light. Her crush on Ed, which is seen in the earlier parts of this act, is perfectly portrayed in her running the spot light. This crush is seen through out the act as she shines the spotlight on Ed more than any other character. Even though the body of Betsy is not on stage, Rebecca Berry has the character there in the movements and irregularity of color in the light.

Through the genius and fresh eyes of Devon Abdo, we see the extraordinarily blocked, confusion of 8th graders in their peak of excitement and energy. Each character digs deep into the heart of an age they once were and brings it to life for all to see.

by Amanda Martin of Brethren Christian

--------------------------------------------------

What do you get when pool noodles, swords, bombs, and a pimp clash in a jambalaya of hysteria…? You get Laguna Hills High School’s Friday night production of Romeo and Juliet-Together (and Alive!) at Last. Brought together and led by their own student Devon Abdo, her first real directing role truly provided a treat for all who got to share in the choruses of laughter.

Pete Saltz a stumbling-bumbling, fumbling all over the place eighth grader is deeply infatuated with his timid crush Anabell Stackpoole as they both are unknowingly placed in the romantic roles of the school’s production of Romeo and Juliet by best friend Ed Sitrow, and Lucy Neblet.

Ian Neale as Pete Saltz played a superb over the top nerd, who exaggerated every awkward move and hiccup from the fumbling of books, to the painfully looking spills taken. Accompanying him was Gianna McLaughlin, Anabell Stackpoole, who contributed to the anti-social vibe between the two that was especially humorous as their eyes were always locked on the other, but never met.

The duo of Nick Johnson who played Ed Sitrow and Cassidy LaFee as Lucy Neblet gave a comedic serious complexion with their humorous frustration, which stemmed from their own mischievous peers. Towards the end it really showed itself to the audience, their facial expressions and quick jerky movements ushered many chuckles as their patience finally disintegrated.

The casting of Ares Alatriste as the role of Tom Hays was great. His natural sarcasm and his energy brought the audience gut-hurting laughter as he broke out booty-shakin’ in Souja Boy and lackadaisically strolled out as a pimp with definite access to a creative wardrobe. Who knew a pimp could be in Romeo and Juliet.

 Throughout the production Kathryn Bausch headed the spectacular lights that helped set a mood as the background drape changed colors from the solemn blue to intense crimson hues. The music in between set changes was mixed well and added great to the play itself, hats off to Devon for the first half and Yuri Pacheco the sound technician for the second half. If only the changes could be quicker, they seemed rather lengthy.

Laguna High truly gave the audience something to laugh about. Devon’s great leading brought the cast together, and gave a realistic feeling that they were only squirrelly eighth graders, and in the end gave us a comedic night well worth attending.

by Josh Wong of Brethren Christian

--------------------------------------------------

Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet is brought to a whole new level with Romeo and Juliet: Together (and Alive) At Last, student directed by Devon Abdo. A play about two love-struck 8th graders who’s friends set them up in Romeo and Juliet gone-wrong, Abdo brings a fresh and young perspective to the spin-off Shakespearean play; half traditional Shakesphere, half an 8th graders depiction. Preformed by Laguna Hills High School, the cast pulls off the 8th grade aspect with simplicity and hilarious humor.

Books slamming to the floor, papers flying everywhere, Ian Neale is suddenly tripping over his books as he multitasks eating and walking at the same time. Suddenly, his character is seen as a nerdy, messy, middle schooler named Pete Saltz, timing perfectly executed by Abdo. As he stuffs his rice-crispy in his mouth, his first line is heard perfectly. Although the cast’s annunciation was not clear at times, Neale’s energy is depicted in his words.

Differently, Gianna McLaughin doesn’t need to say anything for her energy to be read. Slyly looking at her crush, Saltz, she’s too embarrassed to look at him directly. Playing Anabell Stackpoole, McLaughin uses her floaty-noodle sword in the bad version with a quick gesture, dieing instantly.

Although the gone-wrong version is hilarious, the original version of the play is inconsistent. Sets are not in the ideal place to see the actor’s faces. Although the lighted back drop is colorful and creative depicting the time of day, the scene changes are slow, the three crew members, Jon Cravens, Madison Hayes and D’Ana Stockfish are left moving big set pieces. The crew also plays a hilarious role in the bad version as they carry out the arch for the pimped-out Ares Altatriste, moving quickly as his character, the friar, tricks them in darting across the stage.

The cast contributes quirkiness and believability to their roles. Alijah White dances quietly, playing the suave Ronald Radosh, being noticeable in the background without being distracting. Rebecca Berry, playing the ditsey spot-lighter Betsey Hays, moves the light without being off-putting, making the light a individual itself. One of the only actors playing an adult, Nathan Little playing Mr. Sullivan, creates maturity in a middle school.

Abdo brings wisdom to the original Shakespeare and quirkiness to the spin-off version. She influences the play as a director, expressing Shakespeare entertainingly while respecting and staying true to the original man himself.

by Katharyn Stong of Brethren Christian

--------------------------------------------------

As the lights raise we behold brown-haired, flustered eighth grade Saltz (Neale), as he stumbles and slides across the stage, spilling books willy-nilly and followed by his cool, relaxed friend Ed (Johnson).  These two begin talking about "love" and the like, then we learn that Saltz has his klutzy heart set on Anabell (McLaughlin).  Our attention is directed completely on these two boys' quite hilarious dialogue involving awkward junior high love interests and Neale's incredible ability for speaking more articulately with a mouth full of ricecrispy than many other people I know without a full mouth.  After a short while, two of Ed and Saltz's friends walk in: Ronald (White) and Tom (Alatriste), who add an extra layer of hilarity to this opening scene with exceedingly well timed interjections and one-liners.  This first masterfully done scene wrests all the audience's attention, turning it to mere laughter and enjoyment, giving us rapt anticipation for the continuation of the play.

This comic plot unfolds revealing Ed and Lucy (LaFee) deciding to try and push both Saltz and Anabell together in their own "shortened" version of Romeo and Juliette.  Director Devon Abdo shows us Romeo and Juliette how Ed and Lucy had intended it, a shortened but heartfelt, romantic and tragic Shakespearean.  A few lighting and stage slip ups occur here but not disconcertingly so.  This concludes the first act, then we see how it REALLY happened.

Ed and Lucy race to get the play ready for the impending show, but nothing is going right.  The painting is half-done, the stereo won't work and the spotlight girl has broken her glasses (I give Berry mad props for her work at the spotlight as Betsy; she subtly expressed her character in a novel way that was probably not easy to keep interesting).  The train-wreck-production continues with soulja boy dances, noodle fights, unfulfilled kissing scenes and hilarious dialogues between Anabell and a falsetto Ed covering for one of the missing actresses.  The second act however, is definitely highlighted by Alatriste's portrayal of the friar in a ridiculous pink pimpcoat with "bling" and accessories which accumulate with each appearance.

As one of the first plays of this year, Laguna Hills' production of "Romeo and Juliette Together (and Alive) At Last" possessed only a few technical, set and lighting problems but was, in my opinion, a great show, well casted, well directed and HILARIOUS.

by Patrick Quinn of Brethren Christian

--------------------------------------------------

What does texting, tie-dye shirts, and ‘Rico Suave’ have to do with Shakespeare?  Everything!  This is proven by Laguna Hills High School’s hilarious rendition of Romeo and Juliet- Together (and Alive!) at Last.  The play centers around two eighth graders, Ed and Lucy, who, in an attempt to set up two of their friends, Saltz and Annabel, who are ‘in love,’ put on the Shakespearian masterpiece Romeo and Juliet.  The first act highlights the plotting for the love struck kids to unite, and shows how the tragedy should be done, while the second act hilariously shows how the performance was actually done: mishaps and tragedies galore.

In the ‘right’ version, Loraine Corona shows excellent focus and emotion as Juliet.  As she plays a fourteen year old girl, Corona shows the innocence of Juliet, while the maturity of her love.  Alijah White is Romeo and shows such intense passion audience members gasped at the magnitude.  As he lay dying next to Juliet, White shows great distress and love for her.  Conversely, in the wrong version, Saltz is Romeo and Annabel is Juliet.  The part of Pete Saltz, the awkward nerd whose voice cracks every time he thinks of kissing his beloved Annabel, is Ian Neale.  Neale showed much dedication to his role in tripping then falling across the stage to express his ultimately nerdy persona. Gianna McLaughlin plays Annabel with her nose always buried in a book and helps Annabel’s lovable awkwardness shine though.  Nick Johnson tackles the puppet master role of Ed with much success and cunning.  His facial expressions were not only a joy to watch, but gave good insight to what Ed is thinking.  As the role of Ed’s confidant, Lucy, is Cassidy LaFee.  Lafee is adorable as the popular girl who decides to lend a helping hand.  During the ‘bad’ performance, when the spotlight keeps shining on her, LaFee is hilarious in pleading to the spotlight to “go away!”  Tom Hays, played by Ares Alatriste, was arguably the most enjoyable of all the comedic characters.  As the apothecary, two stagehands held a lattice arch above him as he walks (to which he dodges them and has them almost break the arch).  Every time he came onstage, audience members felt excitement for what he would say next, whether it is him reading lines right out of the script or looking to Ed asking “am I the only person in this play?.”  All the characters were excellent in their choices for quirks (such as Neale’s talking while eating a large rice crispy treat or Johnson’s getting nervous about talking to LaFee).  All play up the fact that this all takes place within an eighth grade class.  The praise for these defined decisions goes to the student director, Devon Abdo.  Abdo’s directing debut confirms her talent.  For the second act, everything goes awry and one wonders greatly how Abdo could orchestrate such chaos in a way that is enjoyable yet organized.

As for the sets, minimalistic undertones are present.  Three large boxes are the main pieces and double as the lockers and the ‘bad’ sets that never are actually properly painted over.  During the ‘real’ Romeo and Juliet, two splatter painted flats symbolize the conflicting families.  Sound continually shows their quickness when a soundtrack would play during scene changes and when the bell would ring during classes.  Lighting set the mood during the ‘real’ Romeo and Juliet with the back lighting turning blue during gloomy, death scenes, and bright red during intense fights.  The mood is controlled by this too when one of the actors, Rebecca Berry who is Betsy Hays (a nerdy sixth grader who is in love with Ed and has terrible eyesight) takes over on the spotlight and helps the pandemonium with her erratic moving of the lights to and fro the stage and stopping on Ed for long periods of time.

Laguna Hills High School’s production of Romeo and Juliet- Together (and Alive!) at Last shows the audience tastes of both worlds of Shakespeare: tragedy and comedy.

by Tivoli Hudson of Brethren Christian

--------------------------------------------------

The play Romeo and Juliet, - Together - and Alive - At lat was directed by Devon Abdo who is a Senior at Laguna Hills High school. Susan Lord who is the drama teacher at Laguna Hills who normally teaches and directs the fall productions gave Devon the opportunity to direct the fall play for her Senior project. Devon first saw this play perfromed at the laguna Playhouse in 2003 and has loved it ever sence. She disgned the set, selected the cast, and ran through all the reherals. This was a very new experience for me watching my first student directed show and i thought she definitaly pulled it together.

 The play starts witrh Pete saltz who likes this girl Annabell who share the same eighth grade english class and are currently reading Romeo and Juliet. Pete's friend, Ed has this idea of performing Romeo and Juliet on stage. Their friends set up Annabell as Juliet and Pete as Romeo. The problem Pete has is not knowing how to kiss a girl and so the whole story goes on in cicrcles during rehersal. By the end it all comes together with Juliet lying on the bed.

I noticed that everyone had their blocking meorized. I was bothered by the fact that there were not any characters with mics on.  During the first act when Juliet was on the balcony and Romeo was on the bench below talking to her i noticed that the pillers in the scne were very plain. There needed to be something to make them come alive. Mr. Sullivan and Mrs. Bacon were the most beliveable. Also the ensemble also know as the eigth graders all played their character very well as if they were really Junior High kids. As far as scene changes go they seemed to last a little long and while the music was playing during the scene changes people in the audience seemed to think it was time to talk.

I understand the the play was not an exact version of Romeo and Juliet and i could tell their was definitally thought and effort put into this play by the director and all the students but i would have to score this play a four. For me there was something missing and nothing for me in the play came out as an outstanding scence or character remmebered

by Pamela Benner of Fullerton Union

--------------------------------------------------

Laguna Hills High School’s Romeo and Juliet: Together (and Alive) at Last chronicles the efforts of a spirited group of eighth graders to organize, produce, and perform Shakespeare’s Rome and Juliet.  Masterminds of the whole operation Ed Sitrow portrayed by Nick Johnson and Lucy Niblet portrayed by Cassidy LaFee are motivated to put on the production in order to couple their two timid solitary friends Pete Saltz (Ian Neale) and Anabell Stackpoole (Giana McLaughlin) with the two playing the title roles of Romeo and Juliet respectively.  The little organization and theatrical experience displayed by these teens in the first act is forgotten by the second act when the Shakespeare production unfolds with ridiculous antics by all.

Student director Devon Abdo ambitiously tackles this show to much avail.  Her blocking keeps the show’s momentum up during fairly uneventful scenes in the classroom as well as the more complex scenes where characters are constantly racing on an off stage.  The sets designed by Devon Abdo, constructed by Eric Frankman, and painted by Kali Anderson and Abdo, while minimalist, are overall effective.  However, theses sets are not easily manipulated by a seemingly under-staffed stage crew.  Notable in the first act are the frequent and lengthy scene changes that interrupt the flow of the show.

Abdo’s casting decisions for the characters of “Saltz” and Anabell are extremely praiseworthy as these two actors are able to develop distinct characters that could believably be drawn to one another.  Ian Nelson in the role of Pete Saltz captures the essence of the quintessential “nerd” as he often spills onto the stage, his arms full with books and miscellaneous papers.  His hunched shoulders and nervous mannerism along with his rapid speech successfully contribute to his socially challenged character.  Giana McLaughlin as Anabell develops a very reserved, bookish persona and in the role of Juliet her reservation is very comedic.

The ensemble of various Junior High students includes a wide variety of eccentric characters that add to the comedic affect of the show.  Alijah White in the supporting role of Ronald Radosh is refreshingly realistic, while still comedic and entertaining, amidst an ensemble of caricatures.

Romeo and Juliet: Together (and Alive) at Last is a riotous account of a student run production gone wrong that is put together remarkably well by student director Devon Abdo.

by Robbie Lundegard of Fullerton Union

--------------------------------------------------

The play Romeo and Juliet-Together (and Alive) at Last by Sandra Asher is about a High School student Ed Sitrow who tries to help his friend Pete Saltz with his love Anabell Stackpoole. So in order to do so Ed sets up the play Romeo and Juliet to have he two fall in love.

I felt that overall the how was a success. It was brilliantly thought out in almost all aspects.  The director did an amazing job casting this show the actors seemed like they were made for their parts. The actors could have projected more do to the fact of having no microphones.

The leads were enjoyable to watch. Ian Neale as Pete Saltz was fun to watch with his random behavior and his spills across the stage. The extremely shy Anabell Stackpoole was well portrayed by Gianna McLaughlin she was shy and so self conserved until the end scene of their play where she bursted out of her bubble and kisses Pete. I feel like none of them acted like the show was all about them which can sometimes be seen in actors of lead roles.

Wow! Those supporting characters stole the show! Ares Alatriste made me laugh so hard that my stomach hurt in the role of Tom Hays. Also his sister Betsy Hays played by Rebecca Hays killed the audience with her attachment to Ed Sitrow and with her crazy spotlight. Between the two of them the audience was almost constantly laughing throughout the second act.

The tech aspect of this show was good but there were some errors that could have used some fixing. The light schemes were well done I thought that the moods of the scenes were well portrayed through the colors used. But at some points the lights were placed where the actors were not this made the seriousness of the original Romeo and Juliet a little less dramatic. I liked the fact that they used the crew members in one of the scenes to carry a set piece around. I think that they should have used more crew members for the set changes there were two of them for three or more big set pieces which needs more like six or seven. I love the use of the spotlight in the second act by Betsy Hays but I felt that it was a little excessive in parts and distracted te audience from the actors like when it was on the roof at one point.

This show was amazing overall and I loved it so much I left the theater with the want to stay and see it again. The play was a little long in the beginning but things quickly picked up in the second act. As we were leaving the theater you could hear the audience members talking and laughing about the show which I always have felt is a good sign of a good show.

by Taylor Wright of Fullerton Union

--------------------------------------------------

There never was a story of more woe, than this of Juliet and her Romeo; unless you are watching Laguna Hills High School’s production of “Romeo and Juliet Together (and Alive!) at Last;” then there is never a story of more laughter. In this play within a play, two teenagers plot to put on an 8th grade production of “Romeo and Juliet” while casting their friends as the leads so they would eventually fall in love. In the midst of this farcical comedy comes a plot filled with twists, turns, and the incorporation of one of literatures most beloved plays by William Shakespeare, “Romeo and Juliet.”

It is evident from beginning to the end of the show that the cast as a whole enjoys themselves immensely throughout the entire process.

 Carrying the show in his stride is Nick Johnson, who plays the main matchmaker Ed Sitrow. His congenial attitude makes it easy for the audience to identify apart of themselves with his character. Cassidy LaFee, who plays Ed Sitrow’s fellow matchmaker Lucy Neblet, also does a fine job as she lights up the stage with her amicable stage presence. Playing the goofy yet comical Tom Hays, is Ares Alatriste. While playing a somewhat empty-headed character, his ability to transition into the “feminine” friar takes more than just a little thought to master.

Including the stereotypical bully Albert Hamilton, played by Eric Frankman, and the classic yet hilariously comical nerd Betsy Hays, played by Rebecca Berry, the show would not be complete without their dynamic energy and humorous facial expressions. One standout in the show is Jordan Petersen who plays the somewhat lost in the commotion Chorus. While only a small part, her ability to get laughs from the audience is priceless.

With sets by Eric Frankman, Devon Abdo, and Kali Anderson, the team does the best with what they have, as they manage to make the sets uncomplicated yet colorful. The lighting by Kathryn Bausch works well to change with the mood and atmosphere of the scenes. Yuri Pacheco does an admirable job while correlating the songs with the scenes and changes of the show. First time student director Devon Abdo, does a commendable job of casting the right actor for the right part. Abdo creates the perfect cast for this colorfully chaotic show, in Laguna Hill’s production of “Romeo and Juliet Together (and Alive!) at Last.”

by Gina Velez of La Habra

--------------------------------------------------

Laguna Hills renovates the legendary ‘Romeo and Juliet’

Student directed show impresses audience and provokes on-going laughter

What can an audience expect from an eighth grader’s plan to help his best friend get the love of his life? The cast of Laguna High School’s ‘Romeo and Juliet- Together (and Alive!) at Last’ takes us back to the days of middle school, student desks, jammed lockers, and bullies.

Avi’s innovative spin-off depicts the story of a group of eighth graders and their plot to make the dreams of their fellow student Pete Saltz come true. They plan to put on the greatest love story of all time ‘Romeo and Juliet’ and have Saltz as Romeo and his beloved Anabell as Juliet. But disaster after disaster occurs and their plan completely fails. The conclusion, however, surprises us as a relationship forms between the lead plotters.

The ardent cast romps through the play, displaying much commitment and focus to their comedic characters, making them endearing to the audience.

The student directed show, done entirely by Devon Abdo, is an excellent piece of work and displays her stellar ability and dedicated diligence to make the show as a whole praiseworthy.

Ian Neale plays the geeky and clumsy Pete Saltz and devotes himself completely to his character, making him very believable. He carries his role with in a quirky manner, displayed by his many falls, unorganized back back, and an unforgettable high pitched squeak. He repeatedly causes the audience to chuckle constantly and even explode in laughter.

Ares Alastriste plays Tom Hayes through natural talent and comedic actions, and has perfect comedic timing.

At times, scene changes were more than ample in the first act, but were dismissed as the second act gained momentum.

With a simplistic and effective set, the perfect atmosphere is created to remember those eighthgrade days.

by Gisselle Madrigal of La Habra

--------------------------------------------------

Romeo and Juliet- Together (and Alive!) at Last

What happens when two high school students find themselves in love? Can they genuinely become the Romeo and Juliet of their own lives? In Laguna Hills High School’s performance of Romeo and Juliet - Together (and Alive!) at Last, written by Sandra Fenichel Asher and directed by student director Devon Abdo, these questions are explored and, in the process, true love is found.

This comedic yet realistic high school experience depicts the typical teenage lives of Pete Saltz and Anabell Stackpoole, of whom are in love with one another. However, as “in love” as they may be, both are unable to let down their guard down, or let alone, look at each other without some aided assistance. With the help of their determined friends, Pete and Anabell find themselves costarring in their school’s production of Romeo and Juliet.

Ian Neale played the scatterbrained bookworm, and protagonist as the role of Pete Saltz. The catharsis in the house was unbelievable as Pete’s journey for his love progressed. Neale did a fantastic job capturing and bringing life to his character. Nick Johnson played the role of Ed Sidrow, Pete’s best friend. Ed is a caring, charming and charismatic character, and Johnson’s commitment and feeling for his character was apparent, and well done.

The design of the show was realistic. The sets conveyed both, mood and time appropriately. However, minimalistic, the sets consisted of many levels. From the bed, to the bench, and back to the balcony, the cast was never standing in an unnecessary straight line. With the simplicity of the set, one might think the set changes would be quicker than they actually were; however, during these longer set changes, music would play in the house that was ‘love’ related. Some songs were irrelevant as to what was occurring in the story, but other songs were perfect and set the audiences’ hearts and minds where the director would want them, prior to the upcoming scene.  During Act 1’s Romeo and Juliet scene, as the mood would change, the lights in the background would, as well. As Juliet dies the essence of blue emanates the stage, and during the fights the red anger was, literally, visible to all in the audience. Costumes greatly helped convey the mood in the show as well. In the entire second act, the costumes onstage were ridiculous, and the audience loved it. Every time Ares Alatriste walked onstage with a new article of clothing, originally with a pink coat, ending with sunglasses, a wave of laughter would flail across the audience. Bold costumes, such as Ares’s, set the audience up for not only an understanding of the mood, but for a belly laugh.

This comedic high school tale was genuine and believable. Through having to endure outbursts from the audience and mishaps, the actors kept the story ringing true the entire show. The acting and character choices were fun. The design of the show was well thought out. The directing of the student director was delightful. So all in all, with both, its highs and it lows, the play was a success.

by Bre Piantanida of Mission Viejo

--------------------------------------------------

Slowly, the lights begins to grow as the school bell rings.  The day is beginning in the classroom.  Juggling papers, tripping over his Physics book, and nearly choking on a sandwich, a troubled student stumbles onto the stage to take his classroom seat.  With that only being the beginning of the energy present in student directed "Romeo and Juliet, Together (and Alive!) at Last", Laguna Hills High School put on a humorously unique production last Friday night.

Set in the hectic atmosphere of a junior high, "Romeo and Juliet, Together (and Alive!) at Last" follows the story of  eighth grader, Ed Sitrow (Nick Johnson) and his plan to bring two incredibly shy classmate lovers, Pete Saltz (Ian Neale) and Anabell Stockpoole (Gianna McLaughlin), together.  The averting glances between Pete and Anabell and the constant reluctance to confront one another farcically show the intense fragility of their love.  Determined to find an alternate, more indirect way of making the two lovers confront each other, Ed and his friend, Lucy Neblet (Cassidy LaFee), decide to stage a performance of Shakespeare's "Romeo and Juliet", conveniently casting Ian and Anabell as the two star-crossed lovers.  As Ed re-writes the "Romeo and Juliet" script, a new set emerges and the play is performed in his mind with near perfection.  After the “real” play is cast, the students perform their eighth grade version of "Romeo and Juliet" where a sporadic spotlight, startling set collapses, and unexpected explosions turn the supposed tragedy into hilarious fiasco.  As the action slowly declines and the play nears its end, Pete finally receives his kiss - although playing a dead Romeo - from his beloved Anabell.

With the entire play directed student by Devon Abdo, a senior at Laguna Hills High School, her creativity and direction gives "Romeo and Juliet, Together (and Alive!) at Last" a defining humorous tone.  By portraying Father Lawrence (Ares Alatriste) as a fur and cane wielding priest of the Las Vegas strip, a vindictive Tybalt as a bully become drama student (Eric Frankman), and a Benvolio who would make Rico Suave proud (Alijah White), Devon and the cast add flare to the individuality of each character.  From Pete Saltz's constant tumbles and nervous jitters to little sixth grader, Betsy Hays' (Rebecca Berry) unpredictable and aimless use of the spotlight, no character is left without a defining personality.

Although the production's small stage crew made set changes and positioning slightly difficult, the play held together in generally the right places.

Laguna Hills High School gave a hilarious production of “Romeo and Juliet, Together (and Alive!) at Last.”  The unique and interesting direction taken in this play is a successful and gratifying way for Laguna Hills to start off the Fall.

by Lorenzo Ferrer of Mission Viejo

--------------------------------------------------

Do you remember your junior high crush? Avoiding eye contact, never speaking to them, bright red faces when you bumped into each other. The awkward existence of this crush exceeded any uncomfortable situations you had ever been in. Now add to the mix you two being cast as the leads of Romeo and Juliet by your friends and you’ve got Laguna Hills High School’s production of Romeo and Juliet-Together (and Alive!) at Last.

Pete Saltz is an incredibly clumsy, sloppy eighth grader who has a crush on the quiet bookworm, Anabell Stackpoole. When Pete’s best friend Ed Sitrow finds out his buddy has a crush, he decides to help (interfere) since they won’t talk to each other. Ed enlists the help of the ever popular Lucy Neblet. With the involvement of a few more classmates, including the school bully Hamilton, they put together their edited version of Romeo and Juliet. The clever twist- they cast Anabell and Pete as the leads. The play turns out nothing like they hoped. From explosions to pool noodle sword fights, their Romeo and Juliet becomes a hilarious collection of mishaps and mistakes.

The characters in this play were delightful; the little habits they had and the characterizations really brought them to life. Whenever Pete Saltz (Ian Neale) said the word “kiss” his voice would crack, he was constantly tripping, and when you first meet him he is stuffing a Rice Crispies treat in his mouth. Hamilton (Eric Frankman) had a snorting laugh and he kept pronouncing “Montague” wrong. Mr. Sullivan (Nathan Little) and Mrs. Bacon (Austin Brown) had a very suggestive relationship that added to their scenes in a creative way.

With a few lighting mix ups, visible glow tape on the sets, and longer scene changes, there were times when it seemed a few more techies were much needed. Aside from that the show ran very smoothly.

The overall production of the show was very enjoyable to watch. Although the first act was a little slow, the second act was wonderful. The director did a great job blocking all the chaos and the actors’ portrayals of junior high students were spot on.

This story of eighth grade crushes and a student directed Romeo and Juliet was very humorous and the characters loveable.

by Molly Livingstone of Mission Viejo

--------------------------------------------------

In Romeo + Juliet – Together (and Alive) at Last, Laguna Hills High School takes you back to the awkward middle school years as a teen romance begins to unfold.  Through the clever plotting of their classmates, Pete Saltz (Ian Neale) and Anabell Stackpoole (Gianna McLaughlin) are cast as the leads Romeo and Juliet in order to force them to talk to each other.  They quickly find out that it takes more than they thought to put on a play.  From missed entrances to wandering spotlights, the chaotic rhythm of the performance provides much to laugh at.

Quickly establishing himself as the stereotypical laid back surfer, Ares Alatriste keeps the audience laughing from the comb in his hair to his “revisions” of the Shakespeare language.  He maintains a mellow attitude whether he was playing Tom Hays, or the friar in the school’s rendition of the play, which adds honesty to the role.  His comedic timing was flawless, interjecting random comments that never failed to get a laugh.

Ian Neale’s distinct choice to fall every time he enters gets funnier each time, finally escalating to a slide halfway across the stage.  His nerdy character was perfected by the kissing lesson, Nick Johnson being the teacher, Neale the not so eager student.  Johnson’s explanation and Neal’s reaction afterward that you must “scrunch your lips and suck,” solidifies their comedic talent.

The ensemble walks with purpose when the bell rings and portrays a middle school hallway well, with groups talking to each other and entering and exiting.  They have a natural rhythm and give honest reactions to what goes on like when the school bully, Albert Hamilton (Eric Frankman), hit the books out of Pete Saltz’s (Neale’s) hands.  Some would look and walk on others would laugh and of course his best friend Ed Stirow (Nick Johnson) helped him up.

The simplistic set went well with the fact that middle school plays are usually low budget projects.  The few props they used, such as the noodles in place of swords simply served as comedic tools.  The scene changes were long, but the pacing of the show moves right along.

Romeo + Juliet is full of laughs and entertains all.  Laguna Hills High School performs it well and guarantees laughter and a good time.

by Andre Moss of Tesoro

--------------------------------------------------

Running, tripping and slamming into the ground the almost daily cause and effect of any middle school nerd. “Pete Saltz” (Ian Neale) has fallen head over heels for “Anabell Stackpoole” (Gianna McLaughlin).  Literally. What better way to add more drama into these nerd’s lives then tricking both of them into performing an actual play? Producing Romeo and Juliet Together (and Alive!) At Last, performed by Laguna Hills High School.

The bully with his bronze, the nerd, his brains. “Pete Saltz” (Ian Neale) buries his face in his book, stuffs his mouth at the slightest bit of confrontation and slides across the stage. Physically committed to his character Neale’s facial expressions bring so much more the character. The utter disgust when his best friend “Ed Sitrow” (Nick Johnson) tells him to “Just scrunch your lips and suck” is a perfect example.

What Friar is complete without some Mardi Gras beads and a pink jacket? “Ares Alatriste” (Tom Hays and Friar) con-temporizes an “old soul” character back to youth. Booty shaking to “Soulja Boy”, moving quickly to try and shake “the arch carrying techies”. His comedic timing and apparent playfulness brings a humorous edge to his characterization.

No big brother is complete without his sister, “Betsy Hays” (Rebecca Berry) tailing behind him. Berry is the principle definition of annoying, crushing on your friend, little sister. The over exaggerated obsession with the director “Ed Sitrow”, is shown through the crossing over her feet and the repetitive calling of his name.

Being a student directed show (Devon Abdo) very ambitiously cast. blocked and went through the entire rehearsal process. Abdo makes sure every character has a purpose and makes her direction of the show very clear.

Although the second act is the chaos of putting on a show and everyones energy is very high. The first act does not have as much build and has a slow pace.

This middle school play within a play is a very comedic, chaotic that represents a day in our lives at one point or another. Aside from a slow start, Laguna Hills High School never failed to remind us that when you trip and fall you get back up again.

by Carly McNamee of Tesoro

