TO: Advisor and Show Director of Macbeth Did It at Laguna Hills

FROM: Heide Janssen

Here are the Cappies reviews for Macbeth Did It. There were 23 critics at your show, and up to now we have received 20 reviews. If we receive late reviews, we will forward them to you. 

Please share these reviews with your cast and crew.

Thank you.

--------------------------------------------------

Amidst the chaos of the overturned chairs and rubbish littered back-stage, the hopes of a small town community theatre’s production of Macbeth lay somewhere between the trash and crumpled scripts of theatre days past. This deceiving scene begins the comical and humorously chaotic production of Laguna Hills High School’s “Macbeth Did It!” by John Patrick.

Out of pressing obligation to the community theatre’s new drunkard-owner, Emerson Dibble, the frazzled director, Larry Rencher, hesitantly casts Dolly Diddle as Lady Macbeth in the bard’s infamous play, “Macbeth,” triggering an avalanche of mishaps, misery, and a whole new level of cutthroat competition to hinder the desperate theatre’s meager attempt at classic literature. 

With exuberance and resolute dedication, the animated cast of Laguna Hills High School vividly heightens the comedic atmosphere of the intricate production.

Alex McQuiston brilliantly portrays the endearing qualities of a stereotypical director through his role as Larry Rencher. McQuiston’s irrefutable ability, partnered with his skillful assistant Jill Sears, deftly portrayed by Melissa Brody, dexterously enhance the ample production with the spectacular chemistry they bring to the stage. 

Vivid characterization and dynamic flamboyance add to Krishne Chelliah’s enthralling character of the theatre owner’s gaudy wife, Dolly Dibble. Chelliah’s uproarious mannerisms and overly dramatic disposition undeniably add an inconceivable level of excitement in each sidesplitting scene she masterfully performs.

Daniel Wright also brilliantly demonstrates an inherent sense of physical comedy, with his role as Juanito, the theatre’s good-intentioned janitor. Wright’s exceptional comedic accent and hysterical character traits spark eruptions of laughs as he naively helps add to the innumerable mishaps of the community theater’s chaotic production.   

Melanie Tomlin’s dazzling portrayal of the elderly, yet optimistic, Effie, also induces hearty belly laughs from the audience. Through her endearing charisma and appealing quaintness, Tomlin radiantly creates a memorable and appealing role.

Although some scenes lack in energy, the luminous chemistry and relentless drive of individual actors create bombastic vigor that contagiously spreads throughout the colorful cast.  

Overall, Laguna Hill High School’s production admirably conquers the chaotic and humorous elements of John Patrick’s “Macbeth Did It!”

by Lisa Garciá of La Habra

--------------------------------------------------

“There are three sexes, men, women, and actors”.  These are the memorable words that become a theme in Laguna Hills High School Production of Macbeth Did It. Written by John Patrick, Macbeth Did It, shows the daily hectic life of the theater and all the trials involved.

Most people know that if you say “Macbeth” in the theater your show will be cursed. Little did the local community theater know, their production of Macbeth would experience one of it’s own cursings. As the story goes, Larry Rencher is directing Macbeth at a community theater. The production gets off to a bad start when a mistake is made in casting Dolly Dribble as Lady Macbeth. Meanwhile, Larry and Jill’s relationship is tested by the new woman in town, Mary Lou Steiner. She has been cast ironically, as a witch.

The cast of Macbeth Did It, with all its diversity came through and put on this classical comedy surrounding theater life.

Standing center stage as Larry Rencher is Alex McQuiston. He presented the role in a very natural manner, making the character more believable. Cast opposite McQuiston was his fiancée, Jill, played by Melissa Brody. She delivered her lines well and it was apparent that she understood her character. 

Laura Driscoll and Kiki Chelliah as Mary Lou Steiner and Dolly Dribble captivated the audience with their well-developed and comedic characters. Driscoll played the part of the seductive drama queen with consistency and humor. Chelliah as the theater owner’s wife Dolly had a memorable stage presence and the audience applauded her for it. Her pampered, prima donna’s gave the show a boost of energy whenever she was onstage.

Macbeth Did It has many unique smaller characters that contribute to the building plot. Daniel Wright as Juanito the theater janitor is another character that added significant comedy to the play. His Hispanic accent added charm and believability to his likable character.

 Lighting technicians Devon Abdo and Kathryn Bausch gave the perception of the daily hustle and bustle of the theater. Despite the slow pace and some missed cues the actors kept the audience’s attention with their natural humor. Even though many of the characters did not have matching energy levels, the cast presented the script with true understanding of the text.

Laguna Hills High School production of Macbeth Did It, demonstrated that although a show may seem rough at times, you could still pull through in the end.

by Amy Schultz of La Habra

--------------------------------------------------

Only the very brave dare utter the name “Macbeth” in a theater, but Laguna Hills did more than that in their production of John Patrick’s “Macbeth Did It!” last week. 

The large, eclectic ensemble captured the spirit of chaotic community theater with charm and enthusiasm. Every character on stage contributed to the collective personality of the cast. 

“Macbeth Did It!” written by John Patrick, a show within a show, chronicles a local theater’s attempt at Shakespeare, from frenzied auditions to an even crazier opening night. Alex McQuiston played the kindly understated director faced with challenges on and off the stage. Calamity hilariously followed his attempt at putting on a good show, complete with ghosts, divas, dogs, and larger-than-life personalities. 

One such captivating character was the talent-less wife of the theater owner, Dolly Dibble, played by an effervescent Krishne Chelliah. A prima donna in every sense of the word, it was impossible to tear one’s eyes away when she was on stage.  From interrupting auditions with her little lap dog to having her costume caught on a curtain right before the lights go up, she managed to be at once slightly obnoxious and completely endearing. 

Although a smaller part, junior Melanie Tomlin played the grandmotherly “Effie” with such sweetness and charm that her presence on stage made the entire production more enjoyable. She carried a tangible charisma with her in every moment. Another small role, Emerson Dibble (Ryan Frankman), played a hilarious, love-struck drunk. 

Despite some pacing issues, the entire ensemble collectively pulled together, as did their characters, to pull off the final product in a show celebrating the art of theater. 

The superstitious may fear Macbeth, but Laguna Hills High School proved that no matter what the production, the stage brings out the true character in everyone. 

by Callie Prendiville of La Habra

--------------------------------------------------

A series of disasters, with error compounded on top of error; if a mistake is a possibility it becomes reality: Laguna Hills High School’s adaptation of “Macbeth Did It!” is truly an honorable piece of high school theater.  

First produced in 1972, John Patrick’s play, “Macbeth Did It” observes the behind the scenes difficulties faced by the cast members of a kooky rendition of Shakespeare’s classic: “Macbeth.”  Fictional director, Larry Rencher’s (Alex McQuiston) attempts at producing a respectable representation of theatrical talents, are constantly being foiled by the curse of the King himself, Macbeth.

The devoted cast members of this production demonstrate an extreme commitment to their characters, and are constantly pulling the out the individualistic personalities in the actors around them.

Alex McQuiston, plays Larry Rancher: the tranquil, yet aggravated director of the illusory show.  He is constant in presenting his character in a secure fashion; expected nerves not an affect on the end performance.  His subtle, yet noticeable presence onstage, balances out perfectly, giving McQuiston great believability.

Melissa Brody, playing Rancher’s cheeky assistant, as well as rightfully jealous girlfriend, flaunts her sassy personality in the spotlight.  Her complexity of character brings new dimensions to the script and the stage.  

Submerged in her own ego, Mary Lou Steiner, portrayed by Laura Driscoll has an overconfident, know-it-all attitude towards everyone around her.  Driscoll does a fantastic job depicting such a stance of temperament.

Krishe Chelliah, as Dolly Dibble, the true diva of the cast, is especially a comedic element of the company.  Even Chelliah’s choice in tone of voice brings about believability in the actress.  

Though at times, lack of articulation, along with loss of character take away from the authenticity of the show, the entire cast significantly improves in the second act.

Laguna Hills High School’s production of, “Macbeth Did It,” is truly a memorable piece of high school theater.

by Christine Clausing of La Habra

--------------------------------------------------

What happens when you put on a production of Macbeth with a great deal of diverse and clashing personalities together? The answer: a play in which everything becomes a disaster for the director, the cast, crew, and a diva dog. 

In this comedy spoof of Macbeth, one of Shakespeare’s greatest plays, this time Macbeth really did it! “Macbeth Did It” is a show filled with hilariously funny laughs, witty remarks, and amusingly interesting characters. From the time director Larry Rencher, played by Alex McQuiston, holds auditions for his show, to the rising of the curtain on opening night, his show of “Macbeth” is in complete and utter chaos. 

The cast’s effort and dedication is very evident as they put on this knee-slapping show of “Macbeth Did It”. Down to even the smallest characters, it is apparent that everyone enjoys what they are doing. 

Alex McQuiston does a terrifically good job of portraying the kind and overwhelmed director. Larry’s girlfriend, the frustrated and dedicated Jill Sears, played by Melissa Brody, does an exceedingly good job as well. Laura Driscoll, who portrays Mary Lou Steiner, has great comedic timing and does a fabulous job at being a seductive and backstabbing diva. Krishne Chelliah, who plays Dolly Dibble, is also a great comedic character filled with annoyingly humorous remarks and being oblivious.  

Some notably funny characters such as Clara, played by Marina Henderson, Effie, portrayed by Melanie Tomlin, and Juanito, played by Alijah White, all do an admirable job. Their characters are all very diverse and interesting, and they give an added zest to the show. 

Although the timing is a little off and some are jokes missed, it is made up for by the wonderful talent the cast as a whole has to offer.    

With make up by Tia Reed and lights and sound by Devon Abdo and Kathryn Bausch, this show is an enjoyable and creative way to have another perspective of Shakespeare’s “Macbeth”. 

by Gina Velez of La Habra

--------------------------------------------------

As the lights rise on the barren stage scattered with a few chairs, the audience hardly is ready for the chaos that will ensue in Laguna Hills’ production of Macbeth Did It. 

The cast of Laguna Hills pulled together and dedicated themselves to their roles while still maintaining relationship with each other.

Macbeth Did It, by John Patrick, is the story of a community theater’s struggle to produce the accursed Macbeth and when the director leaves the show, it is obvious they are in deeper than they think. 

Alex McQuinston played Larry Rencher, the director of the show with such a calm confidence all about him.  He made the audience feel at ease and remained constant throughout his performance. Jill Sears, his romantic interest was played by Melissa Brody. Her sincerity and dedication to her role stood out as she took charge of the play after Rencher gave in.

Laura Driscoll and Krishne Chelliah stood out among the cast. They played the parts of an overly provocative actress who always gets her way, Mary Lou Steiner, and an immensely zealous woman who is the diva of the show, Dolly Dibble. Both these actresses boost the energy and promote the rest of the cast to enhance their performances. Driscoll’s hilarious dramatic knocking kept the audience chuckling in their seats and when Chelliah found herself being strung up by her dress, she stayed in character and provided a comic relief from all the tension.

Daniel Wright plays the part of Juanito with such wholeheartedness, and his accent stayed constant throughout the entire show even when the crazy man came to kill Rosita and her lover. 

There were some technical aspects of sound that are a bit irritating, however, the cast pulled together with their dedication and pride in their show.

As the show states, Macbeth may have done it, but so did Laguna Hills.

by Jennifer Allstun of La Habra

--------------------------------------------------

Shakespeare is turning in his grave! From worrisome auditions to a disastrous and amusing opening night, Laguna Hills' production of "Macbeth Did It" brings new vision to the Shakespearean classic. 

John Patrick’s play “Macbeth Did It” takes the audience through the growth of a community theater’s production of Macbeth. However, it would seem that the cursed play has cursed the production with everything from a witch with a head-cold to a soldier in high heels. 

The energetic cast exhibits valiant effort as they create eager and animated characters. 

Alex McQuinston depicts the exhausted and complaisant director Larry. McQuinston evokes laughter with his seemingly submissive character and wit. One of the highlights of the show is the culminating explosion of Larry’s repressed anger into his resignation. Larry’s slighted girlfriend and assistant, Jill, is heartily portrayed by Melissa Brody. Brody delivers her passive/aggressive retorts with unrelenting force, particularly in her scenes with Mary Lou. 

Mary Lou Steiner, played by Laura Driscoll, commands the stage with her powerful projection and unabashed wheedling. Kiki Chelliah as Dolly Dibble makes even Mary Lou seem tame in comparison. As Lady Macbeth, Dolly’s over-the-top performance shows a side of Lady Macbeth never before seen, particularly when her dress gets caught in the curtain and she is raised up with it. 

As the janitor Juanito, Daniel Wright aids the chaos with sound effects and his candid character. Melanie Tomlin as Effie generates smiles with her innocent and elderly character.

The ensemble complements the production with creative and unique characters. Twins, junior high boys, and a man in a dress and heels all contribute in creating a vibrant setting.

Although it is sometimes hard to hear or understand some characters, the cast makes up for it with enthusiasm and aplomb. 

Laguna Hills High School’s production of “Macbeth Did It” leaves the audience wondering just what Macbeth did to earn such an outrageous (and hilarious) curse. 

by Victoria Williams of La Habra

--------------------------------------------------

On November 15, Laguna Hills High School presents Macbeth Did It, a charming comedy about a community theatre troupe fighting to put on a production of Shakespeare's unluckiest play. 

The story follows a couple, Larry Rencher and Jill Sears, dedicated to running a community theatre program. They clearly commit to the program purely out of a love of the art; though Jill's bitingly sarcastic nature often gets the best of her, they both exhibit often-tested patience with their enthusiastic if untalented cast of performers. The numerous auditionees for Macbeth range from the sweet, elderly, good-natured Effie to a trio of cocky goofballs from the local junior high. For this audition, however, the entire company is stunned speechless by a mysteriously overqualified new arrival in a minidress; Jill and Larry's usual struggle against inexperience and ego morphs into a full-fledged battle with the seductive, destructive force that is Mary Lou "Lulu" Steiner.

Laura Driscoll fills superbly the enormity of a character that is Mary Lou. Her stunning presence makes her seem ten feet tall; she steals the stage every time she struts on. Her walk makes it seem like she is never anywhere but a fashion show runway, and her smug, arrogant tone of voice gets the job done when blatantly seducing Larry before Jill's eyes. She brags about having been the title role in several productions in another town, but the shady, unspecific details and her motives for wanting a minor part in Macbeth, a play she has supposedly directed herself, leaves curiosity piqued until she is exposed in the end.

The infinitely kind, unassuming Effie ("I always try to find the good in everyone") is portrayed endearingly by Melanie Tomlin. As she shuffles into or out of a scene, she is always sure to share her smile generously with everyone. 

Melissa Brody, who plays Jill Sears, acts her part with the proper weightiness – Jill is not a girly girl. Her many sarcastic quips are consistently well delivered, especially when Jill becomes more and more infuriated by Larry's willingness to submit to Lulu's wiles.

Ryan Frankman as Emerson Dibble is a fun, silly, small piece of the show; he is an actress's rich, perpetually drunk husband who totters in and out every once in a while. He is as endearing as Effie, but in a different way. His performance when he, drunk and bearing flowers, wanders onstage before the curtain opens is consistent and well done. It is also impressive that he manages to make himself heard even with a cauldron stuck on his head.

Though individual characters provided spunk and energy, the cohesiveness of the cast onstage as a whole is a little lacking and the general understanding of the script can be firmer. The laughs, however, are still there, and the show is still fun to watch – it doesn't prove to be difficult to find "the good in everyone" in Macbeth Did It. 

by Leah Folta of Mission Viejo

--------------------------------------------------

Rumor has is that saying the name “Macbeth” inside a theater will bring bad luck to the play and anyone acting in it.  Laguna Hills High School’s rendition of “Macbeth Did It!” is no exception.  

A play about the staging of the play “Macbeth” at a community theater, “Macbeth Did It” is full of enigmatic plot lines, quirky characters, and of course an unexpected twist ending.  Director Larry Rencher has the frustrating task of training the caricature-like local theatre buffs as well as Dolly Dibble who was cast as Lady Macbeth due to her husband’s ownership of the theater.   A newcomer (Laura Driscoll) stirs things up causing Rencher to resign, lending the responsibility to her.  The play in shambles, few believe the curse of Macbeth can be broken by opening night.  

Laguna Hill’s menagerie of characters abounds the stage in each scene.  Even when the plot hits a plateau, great character work and absurd appearances liven up the crowd and the production.  While a few draw out their scenes past the point of interest, as the whole, the group is consistent, amusing, and utterly hilarious.

As Mary Lou Steiner, Laura Driscoll literally steals the show.  With her complete bodily dedication, linguistic manipulation and comedic timing, Driscoll attracts attention in every scene she is involved with.  Her contemptuous attitude yet understated eagerness to please create great depth of character, which draws the whole show along with it.

Melissa Brody portrays Jill with a subdued nature and witty, sarcastic attitude.  In contrast to Mary Lou Steiner, Jill is a largely likeable character with genuine chemistry with her stage beau Larry Rencher.  Providing a foil for many of the overplayed characters, Brody’s mastery of understated acting is believable and balances out the overall view of the play.

The setting of “Macbeth Did It” is chiefly based on an actual stage, therefore allowing chairs and other small props to be moved around as plot progresses.  Few set changes allow the play smooth transitions.  Simple makeup and costuming are fitting to the storyline and appropriately further character development and audience understanding.

It is written that to reverse the bad luck brought by “Macbeth,” one must exit the theater, spin around three times saying a profanity, and then ask to be allowed back inside, but that does not sound like nearly as much fun as watching the series of unfortunate events brought by the curse.  Charming and whimsical, Laguna Hills High School’s production of “Macbeth Did It” is sure to cast a spell on you.

by Lexxi Narma of Mission Viejo

--------------------------------------------------

“Fair is foul and foul is fair”. Well the curse of Macbeth was at it again in the Laguna Hills production of “Macbeth Did It” by John Patrick, a frantic yet comical farce on how the urban legend of Macbeth can cause an entire production to go completely haywire. 

This play within a play revolves around Larry Rencher, a drama teacher trying to get experience in community theatre before moving on to New York. With the help of his wife, Jill, he attempts to direct Macbeth even though his actors are completely wrong for all of the roles. When Larry stressfully storms off and leaves the production, it lands in the hands of Mary Lou Steiner, a scandalous and intrusive new addition to the community theatre.  Opening night is quickly approaching, yet can they pull it together before the curtain goes up?

This Laguna Hills production turned out to be quite 

entertaining and unique. The characters were well developed and it was apparent that the actors had taken the time to get in tune with their parts and understood the script and how to portray it.  Although projection was an issue for most of the cast, they made up for it through their strong character choices.

Alex McQuiston, as Larry Rencher, did an exceptional job at portraying a drama teacher in this kind of chaotic situation and through his understated character; he came off to be a natural and genuine actor. Melissa Brody, as Jill, and Laura Driscoll, as Mary Lou Steiner, created an intense animosity between the two of them that never faltered and was highly believable throughout the entire show. Melissa’s sarcasm and irritation towards her husband and Mary Lou gave depth and clarity to the emotions she was feeling. Laura Driscoll, as Mary Lou Steiner, was very convincing as a sexy, devious, meddler and it was obvious that Laura is rather experienced in theatre. Kiki Chelliah, as Dolly Dibble, gave a comical performance and stood out because her character choices really allowed her to shine.

The entire ensemble strived and succeeded at making everyone on stage have a presence and a purpose. Daniel Wright, as Juanito, the Spanish-speaking Janitor, provided comical relief and gave an effortless performance though his portrayal of the character and how he played off of the other characters. Melanie Tomlin, as Effie, was very humorous and very realistic a dapper old lady from the way she shuffled her feet to her small squeaky voice. 

Technically, everything ran smoothly and sufficiently with there only being issues with the cast’s projection and their volume.

Laguna Hills High school did an exceptional job at creating what such a hectic experience and the cast definitely did their part to achieve putting on a good production. 

by Ashley Rosenkranz of Newport Harbor

--------------------------------------------------

Oh the joys of community theatre! Inexperienced actors, ragtag crews, upside-down sets -  as for director Larry Rencher, he'll take what he can get.

John Patrick's comedy, "Macbeth Did It!" performed by Laguna Hills High School takes place backstage of an amateur production of Shakespeare's cursed Scottish play. Aspiring New York director Larry Rencher's patience is tried as he takes one last stab at community theatre, casting the owner's inept wife, Dolly, as the leading lady and receiving incessant critisicm from a self-aggrandizing Bennington newcomer.

Alex McQuiston as Larry is convincing in his portrayal of a director accustomed to mediocrity. His understated delivery gives the impression of reality rather than performance, reflecting the true tone of a perfunctory rehearsal process.

Laura Driscoll plays the duplicitous Mary Lou Steiner. Driscoll's ability to transition from seductive to obsequious emphasizes the deceitfulness of her character. During the audition for the porter, Driscoll hilariously demonstrates the "correct" way to knock at the door, positioning her body in a provocative pose and beating a chair ominously with her hand.

Daniel Wright is another comic standout as the theatre's maintenance man, Juanito. Wright's delightful comments break the lethargic mood created by the intentionally unenergetic actors.

The ensemble does an excellent job of portraying inexperienced actors. Though there are several prolonged pauses, the actors maintain interest by creating original individual characters including a cross-dresser and a pair of double mint twins.

Sound designed by Devon Abdo, Kathryn Bausch, Ryan Frankman, and Alijah White is minimal, but utilized for comic effect. Actors using plungers as trumpets are accompanied by a deafening blast. The sound of a car horn coming from outside is realistic and memorable.

The message of Laguna Hill's production is summed up in Larry's final words. "Get through tonight as good as you can. Get through life as good as you can. You'll deserve your applause."  

by Chelsea Whitfield of Newport Harbor

--------------------------------------------------

LAGUNA HILLS DID IT!

Laguna Hill High School’s production of Macbeth Did It on November 15th aptly portrayed John Patrick’s backstage farce about a community production of  Shakespeare’s “cursed” Macbeth. Cast and crew succeeded in making this quirky production both realistic and funny with a firm grip of the script's various energies as well as comedic accents added into the play’s structure.

The story follows director Larry Rencher’s (Alex McQuiston) struggles in the patience-testing world of community theater. He plays the part well, as he maintains composure consistently with each problem and complaint his cast offers until finally he explodes in the Second Act when he has lost all control. His relationship with girlfriend and production assistant, Jill Sears (Melissa Brody) changes throughout the show and the audience can clearly see a transition from their love to love under trial with the arrival of the seductive Mary Lou Steiner (Laura Driscoll) who plays abrasively against each actor to create  tension. Driscoll’s presence dominated the stage as she delivered endless, ostentatious advice to Larry as a fellow director of Macbeth -which proved to be funny yet effective in developing her motives.

Other notables included the intoxicated theater owner Emerson Dibble (Ryan Frankman) and his equally imbibed wife Dolly (Krishne Chelliah). Chelliah, whose Mrs. Dibble is cast as Lady Macbeth, plays upon her character’s most naïve and self serving qualities, all in an obnoxious southern drawl to create contrast to the meeker community members and to add to the comedy. Though Frankman plays a slightly smaller role, Mr. Dibble’s drunken cameos on audition night in Act One and opening night in Act Three make for some of the funniest scenes in the play.

Much of the other cast plays a key role as supporting characters.  The theater’s janitor Juanito (Daniel Wright) acts as a primary comic relief and truly encompasses the role of a bumbling janitor who seems to do nothing right.  Duke Marlboro (Ben Kagel) condescends to the authorities of the play effectively to contribute to  the magnitude of Larry’s problems and likewise reveal Larry’s strength as an understanding director to Jill once Mary Lou takes over.

A few notable and creative aspects of this particular production were the ad- libbed singing of the Doublemint gum jingle by twins Wendy and Jenny Larsen after the “Bubble bubble” lines of the witches as well as the use of a car outside of the theater for a honking sound effect to add to the realism. But perhaps the most hilarious and perplexing accent of the night was the unnamed auditioner / soldier’s (Nathan Little) choice to dress loosely in drag for the entire play, even donning high heels when in costume during Act Two dress rehearsal. Little’s choice of costume as well as a perfectly matching stage presence  transformed this small role (the part is not speaking) into the comedic sleeper hit of the night.

Overall the cast and crew were truly successful in their efforts of putting on this production about a production and life in general. Though a couple lines were fumbled, each was aptly recovered and the show went on, just as life.

by Jacob Silverman of Newport Harbor

--------------------------------------------------

Laguna Hills High School’s production of “Macbeth Did It” is a show of undeniable promise and is witty comedy as the cast brings colorful characters to life.

Larry Rencher is in charge of his community’s local theatre and this particular year he’s decided to put on the show Macbeth, in hopes that this new show won’t be as disastrous as the last. But of course, the name, Macbeth, is cursed in theatre.

Laura Driscoll portrays an illustrious and slimy character, who goes by the name of Mary Lou Steiner, with ease and a display of characterization at it’s finest. Her impressive talent is shown throughout the entire show, with seemingly no drops of energy or character.

Dolly Dibble, a loud, overconfident, and demanding diva, played by Krishne Chelliah, is a perfect character to be played by Chelliah for what ease she showed in portraying such a bold and audacious character. During half the show she held a little lap dog, Rock Hudson, played by Cody Henderson, she did well handling the dog, for there had been a slight fear that it would run away.

Another notable role would a Latino, humorous janitor named Juanito, played by Daniel Wright. He kept the audience continually laughing with his amusing comments during the few times he made his appearance.

Unfortunately, the energy of the ensemble seemed lagged every time they came into view. Fortunately, the energy was brought back up by the leads every single time.

Though it felt like the cast lacked vigor, the creative talent was there. The cast of “Macbeth Did It” kept everything at a medium and pulled through to the end in what was a successful show.

by Lauren Buangan of Newport Harbor

--------------------------------------------------

Macbeth did It! follows local community theater director Larry Rencher and his girlfriend assistant Jil Sears through auditions, rehearsals, and opening night of their attempt at Shakespeare.

Alex McQuiston plays Rencher as the down on his luck director. Although he is more natural, laid-back in character than most directors, Mcquiston's increased frustration builds in his tension until it becomes obvious in his explosive rant by the end of Act II.

Melissa Brody (Sears) produces the subdued yet pronounced wit and sarcasm that embodies her character's motivation throughout the play, such as her over prononciation of "HO" during auditions in reference to Mary Lou Steiner. Larua Driscoll as Mary Lou slinks across the stage in her attempts to rise above her casting as Witch No. 3, interrupting in such funny instances as the knocking in the porter scene. The energy increases from these two actrices increases when they butt heads for control of Larry.

The only other diva who can match Driscoll's Mary Lou is Krishne Chelliah as Dolly Dibble, whose complainative Southern accent provides exasperation for the rest of the "cast" and laughs for the audience. Chelliah makes it clear that Dibble is in charge--as her husband owns the theater-- and also makes it clear that she should never play Lady Macbeth.

Some characters that form the rest of the "cast" stand out. One such character is Effie, played by Melani Tomlin, whose quiet shuffle and composure of her arms embodies the old lady she means to portray. Another one is Horace, played by Zach Potter, whose energy comes through in his delivery of his lines, though few. 

Following the production and helping out is janitor Juanito, played by Daniel Wright, whose hilarious Mexiacan accent and comedic timing moves the show in some of the calmer scenes. Along for the ride with Juanito is his uncle Rodriguez and his girlfriend Rosita, played by Alijah White and Monse Rodriguez, respectively. 

Though less conventional than most plays, the cast does a good job in portraying the idea that life is not all big characthers and comedic moments from minute to minute, but fluid and constantly moving forward.

by Robert Krattli of Newport Harbor

--------------------------------------------------

A rather interesting opening night for Laguna Hill's "Macbeth Did IT", when the play seemed to be disorganized, but was actually meant to be so. The play was about a young man, Larry Rencher, who was trying to direct a play before following his dream to New York as a director. He faces many problems while trying to direct the tragic "Macbeth", as he is forced to cast the worst possible characters, which lead to a disorganized, yet hilarious play. 

Casted as the eager director, Larry Rencher, Alex McQuiston had a great opening night with a strog believable character. He progressed through the play with determined and strong character, making the play all it could have been.

This play wouldn't have been the same without the hilarious character of Mary Lou Steiner, played by Laura Driscoll. She stole the attention on stage with every line and movement she made, and provided laughs to the already confused audience. She had a great choice in character which she stuck to until the end. It was a great performance. 

Another important character to this play was Krishne Chelliah, playing the character of Dolly Dible. Krishne really understood what she wanted out of this play and walked on stage with a confidence that could be seen in every movement and line. She play a strong character, and her choices on stage were critical and made laughter sound throughout the house. 

Melissa Brody, playing Jill Sanders, was also a strong personnel on stage. She handled her character well, and made great choices with her movements and lines. She was an important character to this play, and she showed her interest in it by giving a great performance.

The cast of "Macbeth Did It" was great. The play was supposed to be disorganized and confusing, and that is exactly what happened. They played their roles in a way that suited the play and would bring laughter to the audience. 

"Macbeth Did It" had a great opening night, and Laguna Hills made it possible for the audience to enjoy every minute of it. 

by Victor Guerrero of Newport Harbor

--------------------------------------------------

The modern revision of a Shakespearean classic “Macbeth Did It” performed by Laguna Hills High School brings a sense of Neo-Shakespeare to thespians everywhere.

The play begins with a community theatre director, Larry Rencher, who strives to bring great theatre to his town. He and his girlfriend and assistant director, Mary Lou Steiner, put together a show of Macbeth with the local citizens as the cast. After a series of events, Larry leaves and the show going on is thought to be hopeless. When the cast needs him the most, Larry comes back and saves the dysfunctional cast and crew from their low morale and the show goes on.  

Comedy is the center of the show led by Juanito the janitor. Daniel Wright played this part with excellent stage presence and dialect. Wright mastered the Spanish accent along with other characterization skills. Dolly Dibble was also there for comic support. Dibble, played by Krishne Chelliah, had almost perfect projection. She was always there to keep the audience entertained.  

Although there were some small parts, the actors made up for it with excellent acting and characterization. Despite Zach Potter, playing Horace, only having about four lines, he made up for it with his excellent humor and projection. Rodriguez and Rosita, played by Alijah White and Monse Rodriguez respectively, having only a few lines, still were a part of the show as they interacted with each other while they were out of the viewer’s attention.

The fact that there were no sets or scene changes really gave the production a modern feel. The only major props used were chairs and a couple of boxes. The lighting, done by Devon Abdo and Kathy Bausch also fit in with the time period. The costumes done by Christy Lee gave the play a contemporary feel while also depicting the characters’ lifestyle. 

Overall, Laguna Hills High School's theatre program changed the perspective of telling a  legendary story. This school has achieved so much with this production.

by Jordan Grammer of Sage Hill

--------------------------------------------------

Laguna Hills High School takes the stage to perform Macbeth Did It. The show is about a local theatre putting on Macbeth when everything goes wrong. Though the rewards could have been greater, it was not for the cast’s lacks of effort.

Alex McQuiston, playing the director Larry Rencher, keeps his role and character interaction honest throughout the show. As he cleans the stage with Jaunito in preparation for Macbeth auditions, he establishes a down-to-earth, mellow character. When he rehearses with the witches, Effie and Clara, his sweet, understanding qualities come out.

The show begins as Jaunito, the theatre’s custodian, is cleaning the stage for auditions. Playing Jaunito, Daniel Wright’s comedic lines seem to come naturally to him. Whenever needed, he is always there to try to turn off the furnace or make trumpets sound or make thunder sound effects. Though Juanito often misunderstands or makes mistakes, Wright still keeps the character lovable.

Kiki Chelliah, playing Dolly Dibble, brings up the energy the moment she enters the theatre with her dog, Rock Hudson. Passing back and forth from the stage to the door to either yell outside to her husband or grab her flask Kiki’s liveliness is continuously skyrocketing. Laura Driscoll stays fully committed to her character, Mary Lou. During auditions, each time she quickly kneels upon the floor and slams her hand against the chair without cracking a smile she embodies her character completely. It appears throughout the show that she forgets about the audience entirely, a daunting task considering the actors walk through the audience as they enter and exit.

Nathan Little creates an amazing ensemble role as “the guy in drag”. Consistently wearing women’s clothing or shoes he establishes a character and makes it unforgettable. Even as an army man he wears platform sling backs, showing true dedication. Ben Garrett also makes the role unforgettable as Eric Howe, the photographer. With the help of some eye make-up and raunchy lines he produces a memorable character.

Laguna Hills gave it their all putting on Macbeth Did It. 

by Stephanie Pagani of Tesoro
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