TO: Advisor and Show Director of Fools at Laguna Hills

FROM: Heide Janssen

Here are the Cappies reviews for Fools. There were 23 critics at your show, and up to now we have received 21 reviews. If we receive late reviews, we will forward them to you. 

Please share these reviews with your cast and crew.

Thank you.

--------------------------------------------------

Do you seem to be surrounded by illiterate people who don’t even know the difference between a fish and a flower? If so, then you’ve found yourself in a real life Kulyenchikov, the mythical Ukrainian village of Laguna Hills High School’s production of “Fools,” where all residents are “cursed” with seemingly incurable stupidity.

“Fools,” a hilarious comedy by Neil Simon tells the story of young schoolteacher Leon Tolchinsky (Ares Alatriste), who arrives in the old Russian village in hopes of aiding the Zubritskys (Ian Neale and Gianna McLaughlin) in the education of their daughter Sophia (Loraine Corona).

Upon his arrival, Leon is introduced to the unyieldingly ignorant townspeople who enlighten him about the villagers' “nurse” of stupidity, a curse which can only be broken by Sophia’s education or her marriage to the infamous Count Gregor (Jordan Weis). Stricken by love and an unrealistic one-day time limit, Leon develops a plan to break the curse and marry his beloved Sophia.

The hilarious comedic duo of Dr. and Mrs. Zubritsky, played by the talented Ian Neale and Gianna McLaughlin, steal the stage with their gut-busting physicality and excellent comedic timing. Indeed, their outrageous characterizations and facial expressions continuously create perfect pictures of hilarity. McLaughlin’s Lenya is especially captivating, portraying her character’s stupidity so believably it’s almost TOO realistic. Moreover, McLaughlin shows complete mastery of the difficult Russian accent, a feat that is unfortunately not as well reached by many of her fellow cast members.

The Laguna Hills cast takes the liberty of adding a variety of improvised lines and jokes to Neil Simmon’s comedy. Although at times conflicting with the time period and setting of the play, young audience members respond emphatically, drawn to fits of laughter.  The show’s ensemble of misfits, also deserve credit for a fair share of the performance’s laughs, reflecting the village’s curse in their everyday dimwitted actions. 

The production is set inside the intricate old Russian town which, fitting to its inhabitants, is laden with a dozen of ineptitudes including everything from misspelled signs to irregular rough paneling. Indeed, set designer Ian Neale’s innate attention to detail produces an image that is a symbol of “foolishness,” and an enhancing reflection of the cast’s simplicity.

Laguna Hill’s production of “Fools” leaves audience members with a hilarious insight on the accessibility of knowledge.

by Jodi Naglie of Mission Viejo

--------------------------------------------------

A small town in Russia, Kulyenchikov, is home to villagers who are cursed with ignorance, and their last hope of becoming smart lies in the hands of schoolmaster Leon Tolchinsky(Ares Alatriste). The journey throughout two days in this little town is what graces the stage at Laguna Hill’s High School’s production of Fools by Neil Simon.

The small, but believable set, really puts the audience into the town of Kulyenchikov. The small details of nailing boards onto the walls upside down and misspelling things really make the audience feel that these people are foolish. The sound also gives an extra much needed element to the show, such as the rooster call which wakes the town up, and the thunder effect at the very end of the show which breaks the curse.

Ian Neale and Gianna McLaughlin, who played Dr. Zubritsky and Lenya, are truly the stand out actors in this play. Their continuous Russian accent, and little quirks really pulled the show together. These two had the best chemistry and I was always engaged when they were on stage, even when they didn’t have lines. 

Loraine Corona played the very ditzy Sophia Zubritsky. Her facials expressions and “deer in headlights” look were always entertaining. She kept up a complete innocence throughout the show, which helped make the audience feel she was a young, naïve girl. Although her Russian accent did slip up a bit, she was still a very believable character.

Count Gregor Yousekevitch was played by Jordan Weis, definitely stole the show and sucked the audience in every time he came on stage. He broke the “fourth wall” by interacting with audience members, which really made us feel as if we were actually in Kulyenchikov. 

Laguna Hill’s High School’s put new meaning to the saying, “there’s no fool like a new fool.”

by Alyssa Youngerman of Brea Olinda

--------------------------------------------------

Who ever knew that asking questions was so important in Russia? Laguna Hills High School certainly challenges the brave, and hilarious comedy of Fools. It all starts with a young and very ambitious schoolteacher name Leon Tolchiensky who arrives in the village of Kulyenchikov, Russia to bring about knowledge into the village. Little did he know how important his job really was in this village. Leon meets with Doctor Zubrinsky and his wife, Lenya, who want their daughter to be educated but little did Leon expect to find himself completely entranced by Sophia Zubrinsky’s beauty. Leon soon discovers after reading a book filled with syrup, that the town's idiocy was no accident, but a 200-year curse of stupidity cast on them by Vladimir Yousekevich after his son killed himself because the young Sophia Zubrinsky refused to marry him. Will the town be forever cursed or can miracles actually happen?

Sets by Ian Neale, Alex VanderWende, Rachel Convey, and Jon Cravens wonderfully portray the ditzy, idiocy that really goes on in the village of Kulyenchikov. The set is greatly detailed and uniquely contrasts the building separations. 

Gianna McLaughlin as Lenya and Ian Neale as Dr. Zubritzsky are absolutely phenomenal. Although some characters break character and lack any romantic connection, these two perfectly display a quirky, entertaining, lively couple. Between the doctors, plotting fingers, many voices, or exuberant attitude, and Lenya’s consistently to her character, genuine stupidity, and crazy persona, these two excellently steal the show away with their presence.  Dr. Zubritzsky is especially funny when Leon thanks God and Dr. Zubritzsky says, “You just missed him!” 

Even though Jonah Buckels as the Magistrate is not featured throughout the whole production he stays witty and comical when he appears on stage. In Act One he stares Leon down and even the slightest moments stays memorable. Holly Wilson as Snetsky is also an exception character by keeping her accent, and really digging into the depth of her character. A key and memorable part of the play is when all of the towns people are outside praying for any process on Sophia’s intelligence and they all greatly bring comical relief into the shows wild entertainment. 

by Brittney Slater-Shew of Brea Olinda

--------------------------------------------------

Feeling foolish? Then it would be a good time to go see the foolish love story of Neil Simon's Fools at Laguna Hills High School. Fools is the story of a teacher going to a village cursed with stupidity and his adventures in the town of Kulyenchikov.Laguna Hills show promises laughter and fun for all ages.

The actors were all required to have russian accents for the performance with the exception of the evil Count Gregor. Unfortunately, the accents were not consistent and not as believeable as they ahould have been. There was one exception to this. Lenya Zubritsky played by Gianna McLaughlin did a fantastic job of staying in character and had the most believeable russian accent.She had great comedic timing and facial expressions. The relationship between her and Dr. Zubritsky was hilarious and believable all at the same time.I felt that Doctor Zubritsky played by Ian Neale did a fantastic job delepoing the witty foolish character. Especially the voice change, after he realises he is smart again. All characters needed to be more aware of breaking character because it was somewhat distracting to see the actors laughing or smirking to an improved line on stage. It takes away from the believeablity of the play as a whole. Unfortunately, some lines were swallowed by laughter which is caused by poor comedic timing on the part of the actors. Certain lines could have had more of an effect if the actors waited for the end of the audience laughter. 

The technical aspects did not have to be complex with this show, but they were well done nontheless. The sound effects could have been somewhat louder but they were acceptable for the performance. 

Fools was still a laugh out loud comedy that is perfect for young audiences to see. Laguna Hills did a good job with the play and it is fantastic for all ages.

by Chelsea Braudo of Brea Olinda

--------------------------------------------------

Schoolmaster Leon takes on the impossible task of trying to educate a village of Fools, in this production by Laguna Hills High School.

Intentionally written by Neil Simon to be a flop, Fools tells the tale of a village in Ukraine cursed with stupidity. Leon, the schoolmaster who has come to educate beautiful Sophia Zubritsky, finds himself a fool for love and attempting to break the curse on every man, woman, child, and domestic animal in Kulyenchikov. This comedy follows Leon in his haste to break the curse in his allotted day, lest he fall prey to it himself, and foiling the Count Yousekevitch, whose ancestors were the origin of the curse. The inanity of the villagers creates a comedic backdrop to this struggle leading to the matrimonial climax.

The alleged stupidity of the town was taken into consideration when building the set of Kulyenchikov. Ian Neale’s set design included alleyways jutting off of the main street which gave the village depth and made it all the more believable. The space was utilized in the dance sequence before the wedding. Though the choreography was simple, it stayed true to the simple-minded characters and acted as a segue into the next Act.  It also provided time for the actors to change costumes while keeping the audience entertained. Though some of the cast was hard to hear, the majority of lines were understandable.

Ian Neale(Dr. Zubritsky) and Gianna McLaughlin as his wife, Lenya, were both memorable and impressive as the idiotic parents of Sophia. Neale and McLaughlin had great give and take and their chemistry onstage invested interest. Though most of the cast’s Russian accents were commendable, both Mclaughlin and Neale stood out as the most consistent. Another stand out character was Snetsky (Holly Wilson) the infamous shepherdess. Wilson had a great stage presence and never broke character. Even the villagers without lines held their own by creating interesting characters and relationships.

Laguna Hills High School’s production of comedy Fools utilizes their talented actors to explore the idea of stupidity and to prove the power of mind over matter.  

by Diya Mishra of Brea Olinda

--------------------------------------------------

Flowers are sold as fish. The purpose of man’s existence is the number twelve. A day is twenty-five hours long. And this is only the beginning of the foolishness of the small Russian village of Kulyenchikov. With a certain zany charm, Laguna Hills High School Theater Arts presents the amusing comedy, “Fools.”

Written in 1981, “Fools” was written by Neil Simon, and was intended to be a flop on Broadway. Yet, the hilarious play involves a Russian town inflicted by a curse of stupidity. The only way to end this dreadful curse is to marry the Zubritzsky’s daughter, Sophia, to a Yousekevitch. Chaos and hilarity ensue as Leon Tolchinsky, the school teacher, competes with Count Gregor for Sophia’s affection. 

As a whole, the cast provides an amusing ensemble in such instances as the prayer scene where each villager displays his or her own entertaining stupidity. Snetsky (Holly Wilson) portrays an obviously ignorant character as the local “sheep-loser” with her wide-eyed expressions and comical voice inflections. A true highlight of the production is the relationship between Dr. Zubritsky (Ian Neale) and Lenya (Gianna McLaughlin). Together, they work well with cartoonish body language and facial movements, as well as providing consistently humorous Russian accents. Neale’s crazed eyes and plotting fingers, along with McLaughlin’s ditsy vocal expressions make the two a believably brainless duo. Plus, Neale transforms hilariously from the dim-witted doctor with his silly, high-pitched voice to an intelligent man with a rich, deep character voice. 

Meanwhile, the set, designed by Ian Neale, provides a simple village set-up that is fitting to the foolish theme of the play. Attention to detail is noted with misspelled signs and houses composed of mismatched materials. 

As a whole, the cast could work on consistency of Russian accents, as well as staying in character throughout the play. There are instances where actors seem to break off from the script or laugh out of character. But overall, these are minor distractions and do not hinder the play overall. 

With entertaining Russian antics and thoughtful details that emphasize Neil Simon’s intended foolishness, Laguna Hills brings the wacky town of Kulyenchikov to life in their production of “Fools.” 

by Elisabeth Farmer of Brea Olinda

--------------------------------------------------

Laguna Hills High School drama department successfully performs Neil Simon’s Fools to the audience’s pleasure.


The story is of a young Leon Tolchinski (Ares Alatriste) , sent for by Dr. Zubritski (Ian Neale), to educate his young daughter.  Much to Tolchinski’s horror he realizes a curse has befallen the town, leaving all the residents uncontrollably ignorant.  After falling in love with Sophia Zubritski (Loraine Corona) , the Doctor’s daughter, Leon finds a new inspiration for lifting the dreadful curse.


Before the performance even begins the audience is immediately immersed in the Russian town of Kulyenchikov with a group of townspeople simply going about their daily lives on the stage.  This is made effective by the ensemble consisting of the four vendors, Mishkin, Yenchna, Slovich, and Snetsky (Delbridge, Hayes, Johnson, and McLaughlin) and the non-speaking villagers happily bounce about the town.


The two standout performers in the show were Ian Neale (as Dr. Zubritski) and Gianna McLaughlin (as Lenya).  The couple complimented each other’s movements and vocal inflections in a skillful manner, contributing to the most believable character relationship in the show. 


 As individuals, the Zubritskis shine as well. Neale makes full use of a variety of vocal pitches, suggesting the silly nature of his character with high pitches, and the educated nature of his character with a very deep and reformed tone.  McLaughlin mirrors Neale’s vocal tones as well, as well as wide-eyed facial expressions, clearly expressing her curious nature. 


The set, designed by Ian Neale does a fine job of conveying the idea that the curse placed upon the town of Kulyenchikov even affects the architects of the region, for the alleyways themselves are crooked and disjointed, as well as a few homes placed too close together.  Normally such architectural flaws would be looked down upon, but in this case fit the story perfectly.


At times some lines of dialogue were swallowed in laughter or even rapid delivery, thus partially taking away from pieces of scenes.  Some ad-libbed lines added to the script actually took away from the performance as a whole, and made some characters seem a bit excessive.


As a whole, Laguna Hills High School effectively brings the tale of a brilliant school teacher falling in love with a helplessly ignorant but beautiful girl to life.  Despite a few challenges as far as lost lines, the cast is able to pull through to perform the delightful tale.

by Patrick Arter of Brea Olinda

--------------------------------------------------

On November 21 I saw Susan Lord and the L Laguna Hills High School Performing Arts present the play Fools at the Laguna Hills High School. Staring in the play is Ares Alatriste, Loraine Corona, Ian Neale, Gianna McLaughlin, and Jordan Weis.

The play follows the schoolteacher Leon who is played by Ares Alatriste, as he takes on his new job teaching Sophia who is played by Loraine Corona. But once Leon enters the village of Kulyenchikov, he soon finds out that everyone in the village is stupid. Leon learns that the village has been curse for two hundred years and the only to break the curse is for Sophia to learn to be smart or for her to marry Gregor Yousekevitch who is played by Jordan Weis. However, Leon falls in love with Sophia and hopes to find another way to break the curse.  

 Loraine maintains her innocence as the sweet Sophia. Jordan Weis makes a hilarious entrance as the villain. Dr. Zubritsky who is played by Ian Neale and Lenya who is played by Gianna McLaughlin were the most believable out of the cast. Ian was funny from his plotting fingers to his deep smart voice got the audience bursting out laughing. Gianna kept her accent and was funny when she made her fish swimming movement. The relationship both Ian and Gianna created was perfect for the play.

The audience loved every minute of the play and there were memorable moments, which make this play enjoyable to watch.  

by Tommy Portugal of Brea Olinda

--------------------------------------------------

Growing up we are taught to believe in ourselves and our abilities, which is precisely the moral presented in Laguna Hills High School’s production of Fools…”we are only as stupid as we allow ourselves to be”. The show exhibited many moments of poignant romance, clever wit, and sidesplitting hilarity, all performed in a regional Russian dialect.

The story follows a young man, Leon Tolchinsky (Ares Alatriste), after he responds to the ad of a town in need of an educator’s services. Upon his arrival in the quaint Ukranian town of Kulyenchiov, he discovers something uncommon about the village – it is full of bulbs that aren’t the brightest in the pack, so to speak. This is due to a curse which has been placed on the inhabitants of the town for generations, and can only be broken by the marriage of a Yousekevitch and a Zubritsky, whose ancestors were involved in the original tragedy. The members of the town are not only cursed with intense stupidity from birth, they are also incapable of falling in love. Unfortunately enough for Leon, it is love at first sight upon meeting the only available Zubritsky. He then vows to break the curse, so that one day his sweetheart may love him in return.

Leon meets his charmingly chaste love interest, Sophia Zubritsky (Loraine Corona), when reporting to her father, a doctor who placed the ad. Corona maintained an undeviatingly invested character in the young Sophia, playing up her naïve optimism. Her quirky father (Ian Neale), and even quirkier mother (Gianna McLaughlin) proved to be a memorable duo, feeding off of each other’s energy in every scene. Gianna provided the show-stealing performance of the evening, portraying Lenya with creative vivacity, excellent comedic timing, and the most consistent accent. 

Not only were there many memorable acting performances, the aesthetically pleasing visual of the set brought the audience into the lives of the townspeople. Attention to detail helped establish the believability of the characters as actual people, who would be making noticeable mistakes understandably. The houses included peculiarities such as French doors with panels cut out, as well as misplaced boards facing every which way. The signs strewn about the town were misspelled, adorned with backwards letters. 

Overall, the execution of this lighthearted comedy left the viewers cheerful in a newly enlightened sense…even after learning ignorance can be bliss.

by Evie Goode of El Dorado

--------------------------------------------------

Curse drawn idiocracy smashed on stage in Laguna Hills High School’s production of Fools, the witty farcical comedy of the Ukrainian village of Kulyenchikov in the 1980’s. When its residents had been doomed brainless, the town intercepted an optimistic school teacher who was ready to take on the challenge of breaking the curse. Though many seemingly insurmountable obstacles proved to be problematic, the town finally reached an easing state of normality. 

Laguna Hills High School provided many noteworthy actors whose portrayals thoroughly entertained the audience. The cast as a whole truly brought us into the wacky and deranged world of the town of Kulyenchikov. 

Two performers that stood out not only as themselves but as an ensemble were the nutty and lovable couple Dr. Zebrinzky (Ian Neale) and Lenya Zebrinzky (Gianna McLaughlin). Gianna completely stole the show from act one to act two with her immense amounts of character choices that beyond doubt highlighted the show. Gianna’s portrayal was fully consistent and engaging to watch. Ian not only embodied his character internally but physically. His gestures and mannerisms helped convey his portrayal. They both brought numerous laughs throughout the show with their highly amusing chemistry. 

Providing the audience with another enjoyable performance, Sophia (Loraine Corona) presented a pleasurable depiction of her character. 

Other stand outs included the memorable ensemble Snetsky (Holly Wilson), Mishkin (Madisen Hayes), Yenchna (Molly Delbridge), and Slovitch (Nick Johnson). They related to each other well as a unit which amused the audience.

This production also displayed many notable uses of tech. The set of Fools wholly coincided with nature and conduct of the town members in Kulyenchikov. In addition, the lighting provided an accurate layout for each scene that set the tone to support those on stage. 

As a whole, Laguna Hills High School’s interpretation of Fools presented a pleasing and balanced production that challenged the audience to look within themselves for desires they never knew were present to begin with.  

by Ryan Yoder of El Dorado

--------------------------------------------------

How would it feel to enter a village where every member was cursed with stupidity?  Where your only hope to cure the town lies in the hands of a 19 year old girl who just learned how to sit down?  Well in Laguna Hills High Schools rendition of Neil Simons play Fools these questions are answered.

The story begins with Leon Tolchinsky, an enthusiastic teacher, coming to the town of Kulyenchikov, Ukraine, to teach the daughter of Dr. Zubritsky.  He meets many interesting towns’ people who seem to have a slight problem when it comes to thinking or remembering.  When finally arriving at Dr. Zubritsky’s house he is told of the terrible curse that states that the members of the village will be stupid, unable to love, and can never leave, until a Yousekevitch marries a Zubritsky or a member of the town is truly taught. He realizes that there is probably nothing he can do for this town, but then he meets Sophia, the Doctors daughter.  Leon falls in love and decides that he will do anything to lift the curse and marry Sophia himself.  This creates a whirlwind of excitement filled with evil villains, silly townspeople, many Russian accents, a loving yet idiotic set of parents, and a couple who desperately want to be together.  Creating a story line that will keep you on the edge of your seat and rolling with laughter for the entire 2 hours.

A hilarious group of lead actors propelled this show.  Ian Neale played an extremely believable Dr. Zubritsky.  His perfect comedic timing, steady Russian accent and completely sincere facial expressions compelled the audience to love his character and hope that he finally got to become intelligent.  The Doctors wife Lenya was played by Gianna McLaughlin.  Her stage presence was constant, she had an immaculate Russian accent, and the delivery of her jokes was effortless.  As Gregor Yousekevitch, Jordan Weis commanded the stage.  From his wonderful audience interaction, to his accent, which was derived from King Julian in Disney’s Madagascar, he kept the audience in a roar of laughter and applause until his exit.  

One of the highlights of the show was the very first time that Gregor Yousekevitch entered the stage.  His character proposes to Sophia twice a day, and this happened to be the second time on this particular date.  His confident swagger, audience interaction, and hilarious vocal range while calling Sophia’s name lead to a side splitting moment that the audience members are sure to remember for a long time.  

With immaculately made sets, mostly consistent Russian accents, and complete dedication from the actors, Laguna Hills High School’s Fools took Neil Simon’s wacky story line and portrayed it perfectly on the stage!

by Allison Sheppard of Newport Harbor

--------------------------------------------------

What do a shepherd, florist, postal worker and butcher have in common? Well, in the Ukrainian village of Kulyenchikov they’re all imbeciles! Such is the premise of Laguna Hills High School’s production of Fools by Neil Simon. While Simon intended for the play to be a flop on Broadway, that couldn’t be further from the truth than at LHHS where it was a bona fide hit. 

Fools takes place in the 1890’s and tells the story of Leon Tolchinsky, a schoolmaster who wanders into Kulyenchikov seeking employment and comes to the realization that the village has been cursed with stupidity by the nefarious Count Gregor Yousekevitch. The anathema can only be broken if Sofia Zubritsky accepts the Count’s hand in marriage. Leon however, while struggling to impart some knowledge upon what he soon recognizes may be a hopeless case, finds himself falling for the ignorant, innocent, yet beautiful Sophia.

Fools was a riotous production filled with an abundance of well-executed humor at the expense of the hapless villagers. What was truly impressive about Laguna Hills’ performance was their dexterity in tackling the elusive Russian accent as well as their ability to carry out irrational behavior with conviction and sincerity. 

Stand out performers included the Zubritsky parents Lenya and her husband, the Dr, who were played by Gianna McLaughlin and Ian Neale respectively. McLaughlin had one of the most convincing accents in the bunch, in addition to possessing endearing and exaggerated facial expressions and movements. Her counterpart, Ian Neale, captured the essence of the inexperienced physician due to the candid acceptance of his own ignorance, mastery of blank looks, and the hilarious transformation of his voice from conventional Russian to a deep British accent near the conclusion of the play when he becomes a learned man. 

Another notable performance was from Jonah Buckels as the Magistrate due to his dramatic physical movements, consisting of sharp turns of the head and a slow, tottering gait. Holly Wilson as Snetsky the Shepherd who seemed to have misplaced her first name as well as the location of her sheep was also a memorable supporting character because of her remarkable stage presence as well as the genuineness she brought to the role. 

Sound was one of the most well-done technical elements of the show. In addition to not missing any cues, the actors effectively projected and were audible despite the absence of body microphones. The set was realistic and constructed with the characters’ stupidity in mind. For example, some aspects of the building were askew and writing on signs and doors were intermittently upside down or backwards reflecting the nature of the denizens of Kulyenchikov. 

While some characters took it upon themselves to ad-lib unnecessarily, and at times, others recited their lines instead of delivering them believably, it never went so far as to compromise the integrity of their persona. Fools may have been an uproarious play that resulted in appreciative guffaws from the audience, but it also managed to convey the general truth that we can transcend the limits placed on us by arriving at the realization that the majority of them are self-inflicted. 

by Avalon Steen of San Juan Hills

--------------------------------------------------

When a new schoolteacher arrives in the tiny Ukrainian village of Kulyenchikov, he's in for a much greater challenge than he could have ever imagined. Instead of just guiding this town through basic arithmetic and world languages, Leon Tolchinsky (Ares Alatriste) instead must break a powerful curse in order to remain with the girl he loves, Sophia Zubritsky (Loraine Corona), and retain his sanity! 

Laguna Hills High School's production of Neil Simon's "Fools" rolls out onto the stage in full force as the villagers of Kulyenchikov struggle to improve their less than ideal IQ's while their new schoolmaster, Tolchinsky, attempts to utilize his. This zany comedy bursting with ridiculous characters and an endearing tale of love through adversity showcases the powerful control that our minds have upon our lives, and that if we allow ourselves to, we can change our lives for the better.

Leon's love interest, Sophia's, parents, Dr. Zubritsky (Ian Neale) and his wife Lenya (Gianna McLaughlin), completely command the audience's attention with their wild antics and perfectly practiced Russian accents. The relationship between the pair appears authentic as they convince Leon to remain in Kulyenchikov for the sake of their daughter, Sophia, as she longs to learn and explore the world, although she doesn't ever remember wishing for it. Their comedic timing and longing for a life out of their reach allows them to stand out among the cast as not only actors, but as the characters themselves.

The set's convoluted structure and odd angles (Ian Neale) help to reflect the priorities and livelihood of the inhabitants of Kulyenchikov. And while the detailed and structured setting for the story appears complex, other tech aspects of the show are rather simpler and more uncoordinated. However, with the uncomplicated nature of the villagers, the crew were able to pull together an overall aesthetically pleasing production.

In the end, the lesson to be garnered from this raucous comedy is not that there will always be some giant curse standing between us and our dreams, but only ourselves. "Fools" proves to be an enjoyable display of heart and character as depicted through the hazy eyes of a young schoolteacher, willing to risk everything for the one he loves the most. 

by Carla Cespedes of San Juan Hills

--------------------------------------------------

White fish, canaries, balconies, curses, and morons: that’s what makes up the humble hamlet of Kulyenchikov, Russia. And Laguna Hills’ High School really brought to life the most unexpected trait: stupidity, in their charming portrayal of Neil Simon’s “Fools”. 

As you venture into the quiet village of Kulyenchikov in the 1890’s, with the young schoolmaster Leon Tolchinsky, you find that things are not what they seem, the sheepherder has lost all her sheep and forgotten her first name, and the rest of the townspeople are no different with their various quirks. It turns out that the town has been under a curse for 200 years that ensures they will be stupid for the rest of their lives! Leon decides to take on the challenge of breaking the curse by attempting to educated perhaps the most stupid villager of all; Sophia Zubritsky. The two young people soon fall in love and Leon races to break the curse. But will he succeed?

Ares Alatriste, playing Leon, carefully wove his character into a fairly educated, humble and lovable schoolmaster who continually broke the fourth wall to talk to the audience. By breaking that wall , he created a more intimate atmosphere that let the audience feel involved in the story, not just mere spectators. Loraine Corona, portraying Sophia Zubritsky, adorably stayed true to her character with innocent wide-eyes and a habit of bouncing her own curls. 

The characters who really brought the show to life were Sohpia’s doting parents, Doctor and Lenya Zubritsky.  The dynamic duo, played by Ian Neale and Gianna McLaughlin, respectively, had such energy and expressive faces that really made you believe they were no smarter than “bumps on a log”. The Doctor showed his lack of intelligence with his mindless finger-tapping and tongue slightly protruding. Together the pair created picture-perfect moments with their physical actions.

The Town vendors together as a team created such an endearing motley bunch bursting with odd characters. Slovitch the butcher, played by Nick Johnson, carefully maintained a perfect Russian accent. And Mishkin, portrayed by Madisen Hayes, created a grungy postmaster with such expressive facial gestures.

While the full performance most definitely delighted, the cast might consider staying more true to their characters by not laughing at their own jokes and breaking character. 

Laguna Hills’ depiction of “Fools” was funny and farcical and fully fulfilled the frivolous aspects of true fools! 

by Elizabeth Drake of San Juan Hills

--------------------------------------------------

Laguna Hills High School definitely picked a good play to perform, Fools by Neil Simon, as this particular can suit all types levels of actors; beginner, intermediate, or advanced.

Starting with the technical, the Fools cast did a very good job creating a late 19th Century Polish Village. The set combined the qualities of being detailed without being overbearing. The play contained minimal choreography consisting of one short dance scene. This dance scene was a pretty simple one and that seemed to fit this play best all of the villagers were very simple, foolish people. There were, however, times when it was difficult to tell if some of the choreography was intentionally not on cue or not.

Moving on to the actors, by far my favorite part of this play was the end scene when Doctor Zubritsky, played by Ian Neale, changed his accent from a foolish polish doctor to a smart, sophisticated doctor.  This little add-on had me laughing for quite a while and definitely scores points in the creativity category. Also, the Doctor and Lenya, played by Gianna McLaughlin, had a very good relationship and played off each other very well.

Giving credit to the villager next, Slovitch, played by Nick Johnson, who although had a very small part, was a very solid character and the actor who played him had a good, solid accent that he stuck with solidly throughout the play. Solid. Mishkin, played by Madisen Hayes, also created a good character. Her use of a sort of monotone, depressed post-woman worked very well for the character. 

Onto the leads, Leon, played by Ares Alatriste, played a sort of toned down version of the character, which worked well. Sophia, played by Loraine Corona, also played a good character. She was a more spritely, bubbly version of Sophia which ended up making her character more believable and innocent and made her a character that the audience wanted to see succeed in the end.

Laguna Hills High School did an overall good interpretation of the satire Fools by Neil Simon, and their version of the play, as will undoubtedly happen with most any version of it, was very funny. And while there was definitely a difference in the quality and experience of some of the actors as compared to others, Laguna Hills High School created an experience that one could definitely enjoy and laugh with. Go Hawks.

by Jon Phillips of San Juan Hills

--------------------------------------------------

In the romantic comedy “Fools,” the virtues of patience, love and dedication are tested in a humorous and ridiculous nineteen century village known as Kulyenchikov in Ukraine, Russia. In the small village, the people have been cursed for the last two hundred years with sheer stupidity. When Leon Tolchinsky, an intelligent school teacher comes to live and work in the village, he quickly learns of the peoples’ predisposition to ignorance. He falls in love with Sophia Zubritsky, a sweet and innocent young maiden who wants more than anything to be able to comprehend knowledge and love. In an attempt to cure the villagers of their unfortunate curse and live happily ever after with the dimwitted Sophia, the audience follows Leon and the dynamic villagers on their zany journey to intellectual freedom. Written by Neil Simon in 1981, who intended it to flop on Broadway in regards to his impending divorce, and performed by the Laguna Hills High School theater department, “Fools” keeps the audience laughing with its comical interludes and its interesting delivery in the endearing message that humanity can overcome ignorance.  

Leon Tolchinsky (Ares Alatriste) performs his role with impressive physicality and sincere vocal inflexions. His youthful and honest qualities show a clear character choice that is consistent throughout the entirety of the show. 

Lenya (Gianna McLaughlin) is Sophia’s mother and the half-baked wife of the quirky Dr. Zubritsky. She is splendid on the stage, and her facial expressions and strong Russian accent bring her maternal character to life. Gianna delves into the character, adding intricate details to her movement and constantly holds the audience’s attention. Her stage chemistry with Dr.Zubritsky (Ian Neale) creates some lovely tableaus throughout the show, and makes their imbecilic actions even more enjoyable. 

The fluidity of the show is exemplified by Dr.Zubritsky (Ian Neale) who is excellent in his role as the village medicine man and Lenya’s husband. His screwball medical practices and detailed character movements, like a signature walk and plotting fingers, add to the authenticity of the role. 

Count Gregor Yousekevitch (Jordan Weis), Sophia’s villainous suitor and the keeper of the curse, is a larger than life caricature of himself with his sharp body movements, a booming voice, and creative ad-libbing. His grand entrances and exits draw the audience’s attention and his interaction with the audience members captivates them. 

Occasionally, the cast would recite their lines rather than emote them, resulting in a mediocre delivery. For the most part, this is made up for by a concerted effort to keep their Russian accents and a dedication to character development and metamorphosis. The improvisational lines used appeals to a modern audience and lends some enjoyable humor to this twisted fairytale in a village of “Fools.” 

by Alexandra Solon of St. Margaret's

--------------------------------------------------

What happens when a well-educated school teacher ends up in a village full of fools? Hilarity ensues as Russian accents appear, Russian dancing occurs and a village full of crazy people throw themselves on the ground in prayer. Laguna Hills High School’s production of Fools, by Neil Simon, is a success, sending the audience into fits of laughter.

When Leon Tolchinsky (Ares Alatriste) arrives in the village of Kulyenchikov, he is surprised to find out that not one person in the town has the slightest bit of common sense. His first encounter with a villager is with Snetsky (Holly Wilson) the Sheppard, whose quirky antics with her lost sheep and the blowing of her horn leave the audience in tears. Dr. Zubritsky (Ian Neale) and his wife Lenya (Gianna McLaughlin) add humor to the show with their wide eyed facial expressions, their bold movements and spot on Russian accents. Their physicality is hilarious, the Dr. using his plotting fingers and Lenya swimming with her fish offstage. 

Sophia (Loraine Corona) has good character work, going from the ditzy innocent foolishness to finally standing up for herself at the end of the show when she became smart. The change in character is noticeable and stands out to the audience. Dr. Zubritsky, his wife Lenya and their daughter Sophia use age appropriate characters, the age differences are noticeable and well done. The Magistrate (Jonah Buckels) has good physicality with his body, hunching over and having a staring contest with Leon. With only a few lines, the Magistrate leaves a memorable impression. 

The set (Ian Neale) is well designed and executed, with its angled walkways and misplaced roof pieces it seemed like a realistic village in 1800s Ukraine. While the cast has a few missteps with the Russian dancing choreography, it is simple and well done and works well with the foolish characters. 

Overall, the Laguna Hills production of Fool is a success, leaving the audience in tears of laughter. 

by Ashley Reed of Tesoro

--------------------------------------------------

Where sense is uncommon and reason is unreasonable, the “Fools” of Laguna Hills High School experience an entire new level of simple. 

Set in the Ukrainian village of Kulyenchikov, they have all been cursed with stupidity and the inability to feel love by the Yousekevitchs for over two hundred years. Given only twenty-four hours to educate, school master Leon Tolchinsky (Ares Alatriste) falls hopelessly in love with Sophia Zubritsky (Loraine Corona). 

Upon his first impression of the town, Alatriste gets a silent unwelcome from the Magistrate (Jonah Buckels). Buckels’ slow shuffle paired with his quick, angry, glances lays the foundation for the expectations of the town. Following not far behind, Snetsky (Holly Wilson), the shepherd whose lost her sheep and the memory of her first name. Wilson’s stage presence along side her commitment to each moment brilliantly depicts the life of a fool. 

Giving prescriptions that can be filled with anything, Dr. Zubritsky (Ian Neale) knows nothing about being a doctor. Married to Lenya Zubritsky (Gianna McLaughlin), the duo create immensely developed characters. The detailed work from them trembling in unison, to the mention of Yousekevitch, being in dumbfounded awe over the idea of a question and the priding over their daughter sitting down all by herself is astounding.  Trying to open doors the wrong direction, Neale and McLaughlin never fail to ignite laughter with their honest portrayal of stupidity. 

After a distinct moment of change, the town slowly returns to normal. Every character’s physicality changes, voices deepen and thoughts flow. Most noticeably Mishkin (Madisen Hayes) and Yenchna (Molly Delbridge) who visually grow in excitement with their knowledge. 

Located in a town where nothing is wrong because no one knows what wrong is, set designers (Ian Neale, Alex Vanderwende, Rachel Covey, Jon Cravens) design to parallel the story. Simple like the town, the flaws conceptually on purpose, such as wood laying in the wrong direction and signs painted wrong works beautifully. 

With a small cast, the stage time is immense, with that many accents are dropped or are inconsistent. Some actors also distractingly break to their own jokes. 

With a simple minded comedy Laguna Hills High School’s performance of “Fools” teaches us the answer to the renowned question, “What is the purpose of man?” -twelve. 

by Carly McNamee of Tesoro

--------------------------------------------------

When a brainy school teacher comes to the town of Kulyenchikov to educate the Zubritsky’s daughter he finds out the town is under a curse and everyone in the town is stupid and unable to love. However, when the school teacher, Leon Tolchinsky (Ares Alatriste), falls in love with the Zubritsky’s daughter, Sophia (Loraine Corona), he must find a way to educate Sophia and break the curse. School teaching begins and all hilarity breaks loose.  

An extremely memorable performance comes from the duo of Dr. Zubritsky (Ian Neale) and Lenya (Gianna McLaughlin) as the parents. The two work extremely well off of each other and react honestly and hysterically to whatever anyone says. Lenya keeps the audience in stitches with her “dear in the headlights” look, high pitched voice, and consistent accent. She is an abundance of energy and is beyond committed to her role. 

Likewise, Dr. Zubritsky is right by her side, keeping the audience entertained and in tears the entire time. He has flawless comedic timing and never fails to evoke a laugh with his plotting fingers and slight absent minded smirk on his face.

The Zubritsky’s daughter, Sophia, also adds to the humor of the show by constantly flipping her hair and touching everything around her. Although, her accent is not consistent throughout the show, her energy and commitment make up for it.

The schoolteacher, Leon, is a good foil to all the stupid, “not quite there” characters. While he is the smart and learned one out of everyone, he still has great comedic timing and physicality, especially in the balcony scene, where he has to run and jump up the balcony numerous times, before discovering a ladder. 

The entire ensemble as a whole does a brilliant job and truly convinces the audience that they are fools with their Russian dancing and by throwing themselves on the floor in prayer. Snetsky (Holly Wilson) leaves an impression by constantly losing her sheep and forgetting her first name.

The set designed by Ian Neale is crafted beautifully and perfectly portrays the quirky and dense town of Kulyenchikov. It is built not necessarily right with angled walkways and misplaced roof pieces. The Russian choreography is simple and perfectly captures the foolish characters with their wide grins and missteps. 

Overall, Laguna Hills High School’s performance of Fools is truly a success and leaves the audience in uncontrollable fits of laughter.

by Karisa Tate of Tesoro

