
Laguna Hills High School Theater
Laguna Hills High School ¥ Laguna Hills, CA

Copyright © 2024 Playbill Online Inc. All marks used by permission.



ADVERTISEMENT



Laguna Hills High School Theatre

PRESENTS

ALMOST, MAINE
by

John Cariani

Fourth Revised Edition

Original Music by

Julian Fleisher

Directed by

Susan Lord

ALMOST, MAINE was developed by The Cape Cod Theatre Project.

Professional Premiere Production: Portland Stage Company,
Anita Stewart, Artistic Director, Tami Ramaker, Managing Director.

Originally produced in New York by
Jack Thomas/Bulldog Theatrical and Bruce Payne.

Almost, Maine is presented through special arrangement with Dramatists Play Service.
440 Park Avenue South, New York, NY 10016

Phone: 212-683-8960 Fax: 212-213-1539
www.Dramatists.com



PROLOGUE Pete and Ginette

Scene 1: Her Heart East and Glory

Scene 2: Sad and Glad Sandrine, Jimmy, and Waitress

Scene 3: This Hurts Steve and Marvalyn

Scene 4: Getting It Back Gayle and Lendall

INTERLOGUE Pete

Scene 5: They Fell Shelly and Deena

Scene 6: Where It Went Marci and Phil

Scene 7: Story of Hope Hope and Man

Scene 8: Seeing the Thing Dave and Rhonda

EPILOGUE Pete and Ginette

SCENE BREAKDOWN

PROLOGUE

ACT ONE

INTERLOGUE

ACT TWO

EPILOGUE

PLACE

Various locales in Almost, Maine,
a small town in far Northern Maine that isn't actually a town

and that doesn't quite exist.

TIME

Not too long agoÑ or maybe a long time ago--
on a cold, clear, moonless, slightly surreal Friday night

in the middle of the deepest part of a Northern Maine winter.



Cast Members (in order of appearance)

Pete Jefferson Hall-Diaz

Ginette Yael Levine

East Mark McCoy

Glory Eden Jensen

Sandrine Bella Ruppe

Jimmy Parker Hambrock

Waitress Morgan Hall-Diaz

Steve Joseph Mulrooney

Marvalyn Mia Gasca

Gayle Mia Pedroza

Lendall Alex Mendoza

Shelly Amelia Blanchi

Deena Juju Morris

Marci Aleena Estrada

Phil Julian Fisher

Hope Jayden Weathersby

Man Benjamin Fuller

Dave Matthieu Fuller

Rhonda Elisa Wager

CAST



Crew Members

Stage Manager Isla McArtor

Assistant Stage Manager & Deck Crew Katherine Camacho

Sound, Hair/Makeup, Scenic Painting, &
Deck Crew

Jocelyn Hambrock

Sound and Set Building Alex Hernandez

Sound, Scenic Painting, & Dressing Ryah Stefani

Sound, Lights, & Set Building Elliott Watson

Lights, Projections, & Lobby Board Art Lily Krol

Lights, Projections, Set Building, &
Scenic Painting

Madison Lawler

Lights, Set Building, Scenic Painting, &
Deck Crew

Ellie McCoy

Costumes, Scenic Painting, & Deck
Crew

Kaitlyn Fisk

Costumes, Scenic Painting, & Dressing Ava Imsande

Costumes Zoe Kijak

Costumes, Hair/Makeup, Scenic Painting
& Dressing

Kaleo Leite

Hair & Makeup Dani Rahman

Props, Scenic Painting, & Dressing Kate Luke

Props, Set Building, Scenic Painting, &
Deck Crew

Sarah Schloegel

Props, Scenic Painting, & Dressing Susy Villacorta

Props, Scenic Painting, & Dressing Jasmine Banfill

Publicity Aleena Estrada

Set Building & Deck Crew Christopher Cantrell

Set Building & Deck Crew Sibylla Fernandez

Set Building & Deck Crew Dylan Reyes

Set Building, Scenic Painting, & Deck
Crew

Toby Reagan

Scenic Painting & Dressing Elisa Wager

CREW



WHO'S WHO

Amelia Blanchi as Shelly

Amelia (10) is excited for her first cast role at LHHS! You may have
(not) seen her working on the set for Fools. She hopes you have an
enjoyable show!! :)

Aleena Estrada as Marci

Aleena (12) is so excited to be apart of Almost, Maine. Some roles you
may have seen her play are Cousin ITT (The Addams Family) &
Chava (Fiddler on the Roof). Aleena would like to thank Mrs. Lord for
everything she has done. She would also like to give a BIG thank you
to crew because no show could ever happen without all of you! She
hopes you enjoy the show! :)

Julian Fisher as Phil

This is Julian's (11) third year doing theatre at Laguna and he is
excited to be a part of the Almost, Maine cast. HeÕs appeared as Paul
in TGWDLM and also as Mendel in Fiddler on the Roof. He is grateful
for the guidance and experience he is getting from Mrs. Lord and other
members of the staff, and is thankful to have such a talented cast! Go
Hawks!

Benjamin Fuller as Man

Benjamin (9) is ecstatic to be included in the cast of Almost, Maine. He
has been in countless productions, plays, and musicals alike. You
might recognize him from the La Paz theater as the Mad Hatter or
Ebeneezer Scrooge. Perhaps you even recognize him as a young
prospective husband from Fiddler on the Roof. He is so thankful to
everybody for coming to support the show!

Matthieu Fuller as Dave

Matthieu (12) is glad to have the opportunity to perform for you tonight.
You may have seen him in some previous shows. He thinks this show
is pretty neat.



WHO'S WHO

Mia Gasca as Marvalyn

Mia (10) is so hyped to be a part of this show! She is so happy to get
to participate in this beautiful play and to share itÕs heart felt stories.
Mia is so thankful for this amazing experience, her friends, her family,
and Mrs. Lord of course! She hopes you Almost enjoy the show, stay
cool!!

Jefferson Hall-Diaz as Pete

Jefferson (9) is really excited to play this role and to be part of the
production. He and his peers have been really working really hard to
make this play look amazing and Jefferson really hopes you enjoy the
show. Go Hawks!

Morgan Hall-Diaz as Waitress

Morgan (11) is thrilled to be performing in the show. You might have
also seen her in other LHHS shows like The Guy Who Didn't Like
Musicals, Nice Work If You Can Get It, Snow White and the Seven
Endings, and Fools, plus she's also done crew in the past as well. She
hopes everyone enjoys the show!!

Parker Hambrock as Jimmy

Parker (9) is excited to perform is first play @LHHS and second show
here! Parker might seem like a good student to the staff members but
is actually here for the chaos (and might stir it as well). He hopes you
have a lovely time watching the show as you watch a bunch of
Mainers find love! (all at the same time for some reason?)

Eden Jensen as Glory

Eden (11) is excited to play Glory in this production of Almost, Maine.
She has been in many LHHS shows and loves doing theater with her
friends! Alpha signing off.



WHO'S WHO

Yael Levine as Ginette

Yael (9) is very excited to be a part of her first LHHS performance.
Yael loves theater, music, soccer, tennis, and art. She would like to
thank her family and friends for supporting me. She is very excited to
be a part of the play, and she hopes you enjoy the show!

Mark McCoy as East

Mark (12) is extremely excited to be acting in his first role with any
lines. He hopes both that you enjoy the show and that he enjoys it too!

Alex Mendoza as Lendall

Alex (12) was in some shows and stuff like Nice Work If You Can Get
It, Fiddler on the Roof, Fools, Pride and Prejudice, and most recently
he was Bill Woodward in The Guy Who DidnÕt Like Musicals. He also
has a connected family tree of all his theater characters. Do NOT ask
him about it as he will yap your ear off!

Juju Morris as Deena

Juju (12) is so excited for you to see Almost, Maine! She finally is
playing a woman after countless male roles, so she can stop staring at
her guy friends to study how men act (not in a creepy way). She
enjoys bothering her dog, Kitty, with hugs and too many nicknames.
She loves her family, Duolingo, and her friends. Enjoy the show!

Joseph Mulrooney as Steve

Joseph (11) thanks Mrs. Lord, the cast, and crew for another
wonderful experience on the LHHS stage. HeÕs happy to be part of the
magic in Almost, Maine. Please enjoy!



WHO'S WHO

Mia Pedroza as Gayle

Mia (11) is a junior in the theater program and is also a Cappies critic.
She has played a number of female characters that resemble Gayle,
including Alice in The Guy Who DidnÕt Like Musicalsand Lady
Catherine de Bourgh in Pride and Prejudice. Mia has enjoyed
rehearsing this show and forming a special bond with her fellow Oza
(Alex Mendoza). She hopes you enjoy the show!

Bella Ruppe as Sandrine

Bella (11) is so excited to be in the cast of Almost, Maine! She is the
vice president of the HITS club, a Cappies critic and a part of the
ComedySportz team. She was also nominated for best cameo actress
last year for the Cappies awards. During her free time she likes to
make jewelry, watch weird movies and play guitar. Bella hopes you
enjoy the show and GO HAWKS

Elisa Wager as Rhonda

Elisa (12) is excited to be a part of cast for Almost, Maine! Although
her plan was to be on crew and work on sound, she's thankful for the
opportunity to perform on stage and be a tomboy who is not like other
girls. Elisa loves the variety of dynamics represented in this show and
she hopes you will as well. Skibidi signing off.

Jayden Weathersby as Hope

Jayden (12) has participated in drama all 4 years and is thankful for
the many opportunities this program has given her. She is excited to
play the character Hope in Almost, Maine because it has given her a
chance to acess more of her emotions. She hopes you enjoy the
show!!!!



CREW WHO'S WHO

Jasmine
Banfill

Props, Scenic Painting, &
Dressing

Jasmine (11) says that on crew, thereÕs never been a sleepier girl than
her! SheÕs not just cooking with these props, sheÕs bacon! Never one
to stray from a challenge, sheÕs more than excited to work on props as
part of the breakfast duo with Susy Villacorta!

Katherine
Camacho

Assistant Stage Manager &
Deck Crew

Katherine (11) is ecstatic to be a part of yet another show at LHHS.
She is very excited for you to see all sweat and TEARS that was put
into the show and extremely grateful to he helping out with the show.
ENJOY!

Christopher
Cantrell

Set Building & Deck
Crew

Chris (12) is head of the scenic crew. Chris loves to design sets and
after high school, he wants to study architecture in college. He loves to
build and spend time with the crew along with Mr. Hall. If it wasnÕt for
his parents, he wouldnÕt be where he is today.

Sibylla Fernandez Set Building & Deck Crew

Sibylla (12) is so excited for everyone to see the fall play Almost
Maine. ItÕs a sweet and thoughtful show that everyone will enjoy!!!

Kaitlyn
Fisk

Costumes, Scenic Painting, & Deck
Crew

Kaitlyn (10) has had an incredible time helping put together this
amazing production. She has loved making new memories this time
while participating in crew instead of cast. She has enjoyed immersing
herself in this new community while also learning lots about being a
crew member! She hopes you all love this show!



CREW WHO'S WHO

Jocelyn
Hambrock

Sound, Hair/Makeup, Scenic
Painting, & Deck Crew

Jocelyn (10) is happy to be a part of crew for Almost Maine! You may
have seen her as ensemble for Nice Work and Fools, and more
recently Charlotte in The Guy Who DidnÕt Like Musicals. If she isnÕt
singing or with friends, she is most likely playing Dress to Impress with
her baddies. She hopes you enjoy the show and as always GO
HAWKS <3

Alex Hernandez Sound and Set Building

Alex (11) is in his third year in theater, which is two years longer than
he expected to participate. He played Clumsy for the Drama 2 show
last year. He also enjoys playing sports like soccer for LHHS. He is
thankful for his parents and especially his sister who is the reason why
he is in theater.

Ava
Imsande

Costumes, Scenic Painting, &
Dressing

Ava (11) is a very taciturn person. A few people may that she is
habitually soundless for her own goodÉ or that she might be secretly
plotting world domination. Other than being off the record, she is very
pleasant to be aroundÉ sometimes.

Zoe Kijak Costumes

Zoe (9) is an incredible individual who loves to act and sing as well as
help out on shows in crew. She would like to thank her moms Lisa and
Abby who never give up on her. She also thanks sibling Maya who
never fails to make Zoe smile and laugh. She hopes everyone enjoys
the show!!!!

Lily Krol Lights, Projections, & Lobby Board Art

Lily (11) is excited to be doing tech for Almost, Maine! She is no
stranger to the stage, most recently performing in Fiddler On The Roof
and Nice Work If You Can Get It. Outside of theater she enjoys art,
baking, and playing piano. Enjoy the show, itÕs ALMOST showtime!



CREW WHO'S WHO

Madison
Lawler

Lights, Projections, Set Building, &
Scenic Painting

Madi (10) is an avid lacrosse and waterpolo player. Outside of school
Madi loves to bake, draw, crochet, and many other things. Madi loves
to spend time with her friends and family.

Kaleo
Leite

Costumes, Hair/Makeup, Scenic Painting
& Dressing

Kaleo (10) is super ecstatic for this wonderful production. This time not
participating in cast but crew, he continues to love bringing this world
to life. He hopes you all enjoy the show and the hard work he and his
team put into costumes, hair, and makeup. Thanks for coming!

Kate Luke Props, Scenic Painting, & Dressing

Kate (11) is grateful to help in this amazing plau. Last year she worked
paint crew in Nice Work and performed in the ensemble of Fiddler on
the Roof. This being her 12th year in theater arts, performing has
clearly been a constant hobby for her since kindergarten. Outside of
shows, Kate loves to read, write, pass time with her friends, listen to
music and is a great artist.

Isla McArtor Stage Manager

Isla (12) is super excited to be the stage manager for the first time
ever! After 3 years of being deck crew, she is finally in the light booth.
Isla hopes you enjoy the show and have a wonderful time being
immersed in Almost, Maine. Thank you for coming!

Ellie
McCoy

Lights, Set Building, Scenic Painting, &
Deck Crew

This is the first play that Ellie (10) has worked on at LHHS, and her
first time working in crew! In her free time, Ellie enjoys hobbies such
as painting, sketching, and reading. She is really excited to be working
with lights and is having a lot of fun! She hopes that you enjoy the
show!



CREW WHO'S WHO

Dani Rahman Hair & Makeup

Dani (10) is excited to start their second year working on the LHHS
theatre shows! They have previously worked on Neil SimonÕs
play, Fools as the head of hair and makeup in the fall, and the spring
musical Nice Work If You Can Get It as a co-head of hair and makeup.
They hope you enjoy the show!

Toby
Reagan

Set Building, Scenic Painting, & Deck
Crew

Toby (11) is a little nervous for this show, because he has been
painting up a storm and prays the painting will be done in time. But,
heÕs also hyped because this play seems really sweet and fun. He will
be watching backstage this time with rapt attention!! HeÕs also very
happy thereÕs very little scene changes to moveÉ!

Dylan Reyes Set Building & Deck Crew

Dylan (11) is excited to show off what he and the cast and crew have
spent the last 3 weeks building and practicing for.

Sarah
Schloegel

Props, Set Building, Scenic Painting,
& Deck Crew

.rehpiC lliB rof krow tÕnseod ehS, Sarah Schloegel has finally made it
to LHHS TheaterÉ a dream come true! And sheÕs super excited to
tech for AM! She also hopes you now get to experience what she
experienced, and enjoy a wonderful, fantastical, LHHS Theater
Performance! eeeyyb dlog yub!

Ryah Stefani Sound, Scenic Painting, & Dressing

Ryah (12) is excited to be a part of LHHS' production of Almost Maine.
After playing a handsome man in the musical, she is back to her
sound tech roots. The fall and winter seasons are back so guess what
else is... BASKETBALL. You guessed it. She's balling again. Have a
baller show. Sigma signing off.



CREW WHO'S WHO

Susy
Villacorta

Props, Scenic Painting, &
Dressing

Susy (12) is excited to work on props for Almost Maine! She'll be
scrambling around more than eggs to get everythjng perfect! She's
part of the perfect breakfast duo with Jasmine Banfill!

Elliott Watson Sound, Lights, & Set Building

Elliott (10) has played such roles as the Baker in Into The Woods Jr.,
Fester in Addams Family, King of Hearts in Alice and Wonderland,
and many more! He also just was in The Guy Who DidnÕt Like
Musicals and played General McNamara! He is very excited to do
lights for this show!

Director - Mrs. Susan Lord
Mrs. Lord is in her 34th year at LHHS, the last 18 of which have been
at the helm of the theatre department. She has also taught English
and P.E. and coached water polo and swimming; in fact, she is the
ÒwinningestÓ coach on campus with 8 League Championships and 4
CIF titles. Mrs. Lord holds a MasterÕs degree in Theater Production
and Design from Southern Oregon University. She loves working with
the students at LHHS and values the incredible support from the
parents, colleagues, and administration. She was honored as one of
the "Orange County Teacher of the Year" candidates in 2013, has
happily accepted MACY awards for many of our musicals -- including
the prestigious "Spirit of the MACY" trophy for Nice Work if You Can
Get It in 2017 and Fiddler on the Roof in 2023, and treasures the
nominations for "Director of the Year" at the JRAY Awards in recent
years. But what Mrs. Lord is most proud of and thankful for is her
amazing family!



CREW WHO'S WHO

Technical Director - Mr. Eric Hall
This is EricÕs first year as the official Tech Director at LHHS, but he
has been involved in set building, sound, and lighting effects for this
theater for over 20 years. Eric helped build his first set with Mrs. Lord
in 2009 when his nephew, Nick, performed on this stage. His passion
for theater tech grew when his own children, Ethan and Sarah, began
performing at Lomarena Elementary the very next year. The Hall
Family has never looked back. Since then, Eric has continued to
collaborate, not only with Mrs. Lord, but also with directors at Los
Alisos, La Paz, and various community theaters throughout Orange
County. In addition, Eric has supported Choir, the Wrestling team, Pep
Squad, Homecoming, and the Grad Nite committee. Eric does work
full-time as a Construction Manager for a commercial builder in the
OC. He wants to thank his wife, his kids, Mrs. Lord, and the crew kids
for involving him in their theatre pursuits and bringing so much joy to
his life.
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Thank you, from the bottom of my heart, to all who offer their time, skill, and energy to help
this program succeed, includingÉ

Ryan Onishi for production photos
Graphics Plus Enterprises for the show T-shirts
Kristie Weber in the LHHS ASB office for paying all our bills
Tim Marklevitz for recording the show for our archives
SVUSD Print Shop for printing posters and programs on such a short timeline
Sabrina Skeels for promoting the arts in SVUSD
LHHS Administration and Custodial Team for their daily assistance
SVUSD Board Member Barbara Schulman for her attendance and ongoing support of our
program
The student publicity team and Summer Watson for maintaining our website and social media
presence
Eric Hall for his technical expertise
Michelle McCoy for headshots and rehearsal photos
Susan and Monte Krol for their creative spin on the StarGrams
Angela Fernandez for managing ticket sales
Summer Watson for consult on costuming
Susan Krol for coordinating concessions, along with all who donated and volunteered for
concessions
Monica Hall-Diaz for coordinating cast/crew meals, along with all who provided meals (yum!)
Michelle McCoy and Lauren Fisher for designing the Playbill
Lauren Fisher for spearheading our ad and shout-out campaign for the program and department
Raquel Hernandez for keeping track of the finances
Susan Krol and Lily Krol for the lobby display board
Cari Offenhauser for managing apparel
Plus everyone who donated items to the show!
John Lord for his patience, humor, and support (and occasional carpentry)

~Susan Lord
Laguna Hills High School Theatre Department



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

LHHS THEATRE ARTS SUPPORTERS

Annual Donations 2024-2025
(above & beyond the voluntary suggested contribution)

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD $5,000 +
Generous Benefactor

TONY AWARD $1,000-$4,999
Laguna Woods Theater Guild

STAR POWER $500-$999
Krol Family

LEADING ROLE: $300-$499
Hall-Diaz Family
Mulroney Family
Pedroza Family

SUPPORTING ROLE: $100-$299
Amirpour Family
Correa Family
Filbin Family

Hinijosa Family
Mauro Family
McCoy Family

FEATURED ROLE: $50-$99
Raegan Family

Studebaker Family
Thrasher Family
Wager Family

CAMEO ROLE: $10-$49
Hambrock Family
Kaitanjian Family

Moran Family
Manese Family
Rahman Family
Reynolds Family
Thames Family

Many thanks to everyone who provided concessions & snacks, with a special shout-out
to Courtney Hambrock, Stefani Albersheim, Jennifer Estrada, Christen DÕAlessandro, Katrina
Schloegel, Kelly Gasca, Susan Krol, Dot Blanchi, Daniela Reagan, Michelle Mendoza, Helene

Fuller, Doug Wager, Raquel Hernandez, and Monica Diaz. And a huge thanks to Raquel
Hernandez, Lisa Pedroza, and Monica Diaz who have helped with serving and taking home

reusable plates for cleaning. Thanks to these generous volunteers and others for providing cast/
crew meals throughout rehearsals and shows. We couldn't do it without you!



END NOTES

This particular group of theater students has been living in the shadow of the 25 very talented
seniors who graduated last spring, so I also chose Almost, Maine to give opportunities to as many
students as possible to work on meaningful roles. Coincidentally, because I only needed 2 or 3
actors at a time to work on scenes from the play, this choice allowed us to also rehearse and
perform a fall musical, The Guy Who DidnÕt Like Musicalsdirected by Shea Buchanan. We ran
rehearsals for TGWDLM and Almost, Maine concurrently, coordinating in a way that actors could
opt to do both shows. It was a lot, planning-wise, but well worth it. We closed that musical just
three weeks ago, hit the reset button, and put the set and tech in place for this production.

I have wanted to direct this show since I first saw it nearly 20 years ago. We performed it in 2012,
but I used it as a project for the Advanced Drama class with student directors. That was an
amazing experience with the piece, but I have been looking for the opportunity to direct it myself.
This fall I decided it was time!

I love that Almost, Maine is so realisticÉand not. We see people in stages of relationships that we
can recognize, we hear dialogue that sounds like real life, and then the unexpected happens.
John Cariani has juxtaposed believable situations with a few magical moments we want to believe
in. I hope that you feel the love and the pain and the magic tonight.

~Susan Lord, Director

_________________________________________________

Ò...the sentimental person thinks things will last Ð
the romantic person has a desperate confidence that they wonÕt.Ó

ÑF. Scott Fitzgerald

Almost, Maine is for romantics Ð not sentimentalists.

_________________________________________________
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